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EMILY DUNDORNE; 

OR, 
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CHAPTER XL 



Unknowing what was paflSng at 

Eafliam, Emily MoncriePs mind was 
almoft diftrafted about the future fate of 
him in whom her heart took a more thaa 
common intereft ; but her apprehen- 
fions had fomewhat fubfided, when (he 
heard that the fymptdms were favoura- 
ble, and that Sir Sampfon might re- 
cover. This was confirmed the next day, 
when Lady Dayrell declared that there 
was now no danger, and that he would 
Vol. IL B foon 



i EMILY DUNDORNE. 

foon be able to pay his devoirs at the 
flirine of his favourite faint (cafting a 
glance towards Emily), who declared 
that fhe held him in utter deteftation 
ever Cnce (lie heard the ftory of poor 
MifsDelme. "O Lord!" faid Lady 
Die, ** if thofe things affeQ: you, I will 
read you a great many tales of filly girls 
by faithlefs men betrayed.*' — Emily, 
hurt at the idea of being laughed at for 
her fimplicity, replied, that Ihe was 
forry that her Ladyfhip had met with fo 
many inftances of depravity in the men, 
and yet remained unmoved by fuch con- 
duft. — ** But, my love, you are miftaken ; 
I am not unmoved, for I talk to the 
wretches conftantly of their wickednefs; 
but they are incorrigible, nothing moves 
tbem: and one cannot fet up for a refor- 
mer of the age, without endangering the 
lofs of one's acquaintance/' — " Well," 
faid Sarah, ** I would not keep com- 
>?7 pany with any one who avowed fuch pro- 
fligate principles/* — *' Then," replied 

Lady 
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Lady Die, " you would fit alone and 
play at the game of Who'll come to fee 
me? I take men as I find them, and they 
are odd mortals fometimes to be fure. 
Now Harrifon, there, ufed to vow that 
he was dying for me ; when, on the con- 
trary, a week after, he married ; but I 
never believed him, fo did not break 
my heart." Mrs. Harrifon coloured, 
and faid, " that the Colonel was treat- 
ing Lady Die as flie did others.*'— She 
laughed and faid, " Well, I forgive him." 
Sir John Dayrell alked Lady Auriol 
if {he could tell whether Mr. Afton was 
related to that hot-headed young man 
whofe quarrel he had fo warmly entered 
into. She anfwered, that, but a very 
few days before the duel, they were 
ft rangers; but that Mr. Afton was fo 
great an enemy to vice, that he always 
was the declared friend of the oppreffed. 
Sir John now faid, that he thought Gil- 
lian had not a6led the part of a man of 
honour, and that he admired the proper 

B 2 behaviour 



4 EMILY DUNDORNE. 

behaviour of Delme. Mifs Wilfon was 
much offended at her brother's cenfure 
of her fwain, for fhe was determined, if 
poflible, to teafe him into love. When 
at hope, fhe fent up every half hour to 
the nurfe to inquire after Sir Sampfon ; 
and abroad, fhe put on an air of fadnefs 
fuitable to the occafion. Lady Die de- 
clared that this trifling affair had given 
fuch a diflafte to Milton Caftle, that 
when fhe left^ it perliaps flie never 
fhould return again. The country was 
gloomy enough without bringing death 
and all its. horrors into the account. 
Unlefs Sir John treated her with a ball 
to raife her fpirits, fhe declared it im- 
pofEble to exifl another month. 

The pofl came and brought the letter 
from Eafbara that contained an ac- 
count of the accident. Her Lady- 
fhip retired in order to hear what ac- 
counts there were of her fon's health ; 
but the letter dropped from her hand> 
unfinifhed, when (he came to that part 

where 
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where the fire was firft difcovered in 
Mr. MoncriePs houfe, and (he funk 
into a chair unable to proceed. As foon 
as fhe recovered, flie rang for Mifs Au- 
riol, who begged the excufe of the com- 
pany, and found her aunt in a ftate of 
undefcribable anxiety, not being able to 
continue the letter from an apprehenfion 
of finding that Lord Auriol hadfufFered 
from the accident. She pointed to the let- 
ter, which Mifs Auriol took up and read. 
" What is become of my fon ?'* repeated 
her Lady (hip. •' He is gone from Ea- 
ftiam they do not know where, but fup- 
pofed he- was come hither.*' — '* Ls Mr. 
Moncrief fafe ?'* again afked her Lady- 
{hip, — '* He is extremely ill," returned 
- her niece. — ** Well, give me the letter: 
it is beft to know the worft.'* 

Her Ladyfhip read it through : her 
maternal bofom was wrung with anguifh, 
when flie was informed of the fhare his 
Lordfhip bore in the calamity defcribed. 
She threw down the letter, exclaiming, 

B 3 ^M will 
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•' I will never fee him again: he fhall 
not come here!*' She defired to be 
left alone; at the fame time begged that 
Mifs Auriol would fay that flie wa» 
taken fuddenly ill, and that (he would 
not mention to either Emily or Sarah 
the dreadful accidents 

Lady Auriol being left alone, re- 
yolved in her inind what was beft to be 
done: to abandon a young man, who was 
an avowed Qave to his paffions, to all the 
fnares and wickednefs of London, was 
dreadful: to reftrain his exceffes, fhc 
found by experience, was impoffible : 
to forgive fuch crimes wa» to encout. 
rage him in the profecution of thefe 
or flill more enormous irregularities. 
However, fee determined on writing to 
her fteward and to Lord Auriolj com- 
manding him inftantly to fet out for 
Park Place. This letter it was that the 
fteward had juft prefented, and the con- 
tents of which bis Lordfliip had deter- 
mined Qot to ob^y* 

Lady 
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Lady Auriol was extremely afFcfted 
at the ftate of health of Mr. Moncrief. 
She determined to break the news the 
next morning to his daughters, and to 
fend Sarah and Emily to Ealham di- 
reftly, with a defire that as foon as their 
father could be removed he fhould 
come to Park Place, it being her wifli, 
if poffible^ to reconcile the good Do£lor 
to her Ion, and to prevail on him to go 
abroad with him for a few years. There 
vias no other perfou in whom ihe placed 
£9 much confidence. 

She,^ like mod othei parents, placed 
her hopes in futurity, unwilling to give 
way to adual defpair : but, alas ! futurity 
prefents to many who place a reliance 
on it an accumulation of difappointed 
hopes. 

While tbefe melancholy fcenes were 
pafiing at Park Place^ Mr. Afton was 
endeavouring to reftore the health and 
confidence of his young friend Delme. 
He bad written to his uncle a detail of 

B 4 every 
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every tranfaftion that had come to his 
knowledge, with many deferved eulo- 
giums on the propriety and good fenfe 
of his nephew- This letter, which was 
Ifent exprefs, produced an immediate an- 
fwer. Mr. Delme fo well approved of 
the conduQ: of Auguftus, that he faid 
he now forgave him, as he had wiped 
away the ftain that before retted on the 
family, and begged that he would, with 
Mr. Afton and his family, repair to 
Kirby Manor, in /order that he might 
again thank him for the proteflion he had 
offered to his nephew. He alfo faid, 
he approved of .his. not quitting the 
kingdom, as he ihould abide by the de- 
cifion of his country, . which, in.fucha 
cafe, while a fpark of juftice remained, 
could not but acquit him. The receipt 
of this letter was moft grateful to Delme. 
To be rfeftored to his uncle's favour was 
beyond his expeftations, and to have 
avengedthe death of his beloved iifler alfo 
contibuted to his fatisfaftion : yet he did 

not 
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riot feetfo much happinefs as he thought 
thcfe circtimftaiites would, ^Wd indeed 
ought to occafion. He accufed himfelf 
of ingratitude to Providence, who had 
fo opporiiuhely,- in the perfoh of Mr. 
Afton, interpofed to Tave him from de- 
ftruQion ; nor did he find much joy in 
the thought of returning to Kirby Ma- 
nor, through; only a few weeks before, 
he 'thought that this' drcumfta nee alone 
would bring htfaltti and peirce. The be- 
witching forni of Emily Moncrief had 
not then prefetited itfelf to his view. 
His heart was then k ftr anger to that 
paflion which, ih 'ia,:mind endued v/ith 
his fetifibility, abforbs all others. 
**'C6me," fai'd'Mf. Afton one night at 
fupper, ** when fhall we fet out for the 
north? Shall we begin our journey the 
day dfter to-morrow? for', I believe. Sir 
Sampfon being declaf e-d out of dahger, we 
fhall have no more troublfi^ from him". 

** Juft when you' pleafe. Sir," an- 
fweted Delme: " only do you not think 

B 5 I ought 
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I ought to pay my reipeds to the tadles 
2^1 Park Place before I quit the country 
I wQuld not appear ungrateful/* 

** I underftand you, my friend,** re- 
plied Mr. Afton fignificantly. This 
informed Delme that his motive ftood 
epnfefled. Nothing but the prefence of 
Mifs Afton prevented him from open«- 
ing his heartj, well recolleQing that in 
the moment of danger be bad given 
Mr« Afton to underftand^ that Emily 
was in pofleffion of his affefiions, to 
what degree be hardly was fenftble him- 
felf. New profpe6U now opening be-* 
fore him, be began to indulge new 
hopes. To poflefs Kirby Manor and 
the hand of £mily Moncrief were blelT- 
ings above which his warmeft wifhes did 
not tend. Nothing feemed to oppofe 
the attainment of thefe bleiling^, fbould 
he be fo happy as to gain the affe£iion$ 
pf the lady. Kirby Manor be was heir to 
at the death of his uncle ; he refolved to 
folicit that uncle to allow him to indulge 

a vir- 
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a virtuous paffion for a mod beautifal 
and amiable woman, without whom the 
pofleffion of empires to him would be 
infignificant. 

Mifs Afton relieved Mr. Delme, by 
faying, that fhe wiflied to vifit Lady 
Auriol before fhe went to the norths 
and would) if her father could make it 
convenient, go thither the next morn. 
irtg; to which Mr* Afton affented. 

In the morning they drove to Park 
Place^ but found that Aey had deferred^ 
their vifit a few hourft- too late, as Sarah 
and £mily had quitted Lady Auriol's in^ 
a poft^^haife, attended by one of her La- 
dyfhip's fervants^ in order to fee their 
iather, anxl^Jf poffible^ prevail with him 
to return with them whenever his health 
would permit. Qf this Mifs Auriol in* 
formed Mn AHof), and alfd o£ the ac*- 
cident tbat occafioned their ft> iuddenly 
leaving. her Ladyihip. Mr. Afton fowdlL 
toiew the wild, ungoyernable difpofitioa 
of Lord Auriol, that he was not furprifed 

B6 at 
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at the relation, though greatly (hocked 
that fo good a man (hould be the viftim. 
Lady Auriol made her appearance, and 
fpoke very feverely of the conduCl of her 
fon, whom ftie faid (he now hourly ex- 
pefiled. She took Mr. Afton apart, in 
order to take his opinion what courf(? 
would be beft to purfue in her (ituation. 
She propofed to fend him abroad, which 
Mr. Afton alfo approved, provided 
that a proper perfon could be found to 
attend him : but his Lord(hip was now 
too old for the curb — it ought to have 
been applied fooner, as he had often 
hinted to her Lady (hip, whofe aflFeflion 
to her fon in the earlier part of his life 
was now likely to be a fource of great 
forrow. After much converfation, Mr. 
-Afton told her Ladylhip of the fucceli 
that he hadhad in reftoring young Oelme 
to the favour of his uncle, and of the vifit 
they were about to make to Kirby, Ma- 
nor, and at the fame time hinted,, as he 
hadbefore done at his own houfe, that his 
• young 
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young friend Auguftus had not been 
infenfible to the force of .innocence and 
beauty difplayed in the perfon of Emily 
Moncrief, and at the fame time inquired 
of her Lady fhip if fhe thought the affec- 
tions of her young friend were unen- 
gaged, provided Delme could get the 
confent of his uncle to declare him- 
felf. Lady Auriol hefitated forae time, 
and feemed to be loft in thought. At 
length, ftie replied, that (he was unac- 
quainted with the ftate of her young 
friend's heart ; but that fhe believed her 
father had formed a connexion for her^ 
to which he hoped fhe would willingly ac- 
cede, but that as yet fhe believed Emily, 
herfelf was uninformed of his wifhcs. She 
advifed Mr. Afton to diffuade Auguftus 
from thinking farther on this fubjeft. 

This laft information Mr. Aflon wa;^ 
forty to hear, as be hadjXherifhed.the; 
ideas of feeing Delme's virtue rewarded 
by the hand of Emily ;, however, he 
determined to check this pafiiop in the 

bud^ 
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bud, ere it took too deep root, and, 
though it was a difagreeable tafk, yet it 
was the office of a friend not to allow 
him to indulge falfehope^s. He began to 
revolve in his mind who this could be 
to whom Mr. Moncrief had promifcd the 
hand of his daughter, without orice coa- 
fulting whether her heart ratified the 
gift. It was plain that intereft governed 
the choice of the father; but as he was a 
good man he could not but think, if 
once the happinefs of Emily was found 
to be incompatible with his intentions^ 
in her favour, he would relinquiih his^ 
opinions to enfure future peace. Yet, 
as all this was but conjefture, he deter- 
mined to prepare Auguflus for a difap- 
pointment. 

Delme could hardly conceal how 
much he was hurt at not being able 
to fee Emity, and thank her for the kind 
cdnccrn fhe had taken in ttte fate of 
one who had at firft appeared fricndlefs, 
»d who would never forget hi^ obH« 

gation». 
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gatioD. He was obliged to leave hi5 
compliments with Mi& Auriol^ who told 
him, that it was very uncertain when (he 
might be able to deliver them; for (he 
believed her Aunt had quite enough of 
the girb, and that probably they would 
remain for the future with Mr. Mon- 
criet Indeed, (lie added, forherpart^ 
file did not know for what they came at 
all from home> uixlefs it was to give 
Lord Au^iol an opportunity the better 
to play the fool abroad : but as he was* 
now expe<^ed at home again, it was not 
Hkely that Mifs Moncriefs would be 
any longer guefts at Park Place* 

Pelipe only bowed his head at the in«- 
fbrmation. given bim by Mifs Auriol, a£h 
he did not know what could have occa* 
fioned the fudden removal of Sarah and 
Emily, who, he had underffood, were 
to fpend the winter with her Lady(hip^ 
in London : nor could he form any con- 
jefture why Lord Auriol was fo foon 
to return home from- Mr. Moncrief's.. 

He 
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He wifhed the vifit at an end, in order 
to learn from Mr. Afton the reafon o 
all thefe fudden changes. 

Mr. Afton, during their ride home, in- 
formed him of every circumftance,' and 
at the' fame time of her Lailyfliip's opi- 
nion as to a prior engagement entered 
into by her father for Emily's hand. 

This intelligence funk deep into his 
heart; yet was he fomfewhat relieved by 
the infbrmation, that. Lady Auribl be- 
lieved that Emily was as yet unac- 
quainted with her father's intention. 
Hope, that fprings at the leaft fhadow, 
now revived his drooping fpirtts, and hb 
determined in perfeverance, whilft ho^ 
Hour did not forbid the purfoit^ 
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CHAPTER XII. 



oAR AH and Emily were now jour- 
neying towards Eafliam: home they 
had none. But that idea was loft in 
their fears for their father, until they 
came within fight of the fpot, where 
recolledion brought to their remem- 
brance the many happy days they had 
fpent within thofe walls now fallen into 
ruins. Nothing remained ftanding of 
the Parfonage but the outer gates, 
which were of iron. The fitters burft 
into a flood of tears at the fight, from 
which they were not recovered when 

they 
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they arrived at the door of the gentle- 
man who had received Mr. Moncrief 
on the night of the accident. They 
^agerly inquired how their father was, 
and was anfwered that he was recover- 
ing faft, as the fright, more than the 
hurt, had occafioned his illnefs : as that 
fubfided, l\e grew better. 

The meeting between Mr. Moncrief 
and his daughters was truly afFe6lionate 
and affeding. He queftioned tbem^ 
over and over as to the fubjeft of Lady 
Auriol's letter, giving an account of 
the affair of the duel, which they agai]> 
explained to fais entire fttisfa6^ion» He 
then, with the affiftance of Rachel, who, 
on this occalion, would have her fhare,, 
told them the dreadful ftory of the fire, 
of which they had been informed, 
though but imperfeftly, as Lady Auriol 
had not mentioned to the young ladiea. 
bow thi& happened, notwilhing to crimi- 
nate her fon. They returned thanks ta 
Providence for fparing the valuable life 

o£ 
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of their only parent, and again were hap- 
py in his fociety. Sarah declared that 
file had not enjoyed fo happy a moment 
fince ihe left £a(ham, as (he did then 
fitting befide her father. 

This declaration revived the fpirits 
of Mr. Moncrief fo much, that he de- 
termined to fit up to fupper for the 
firft time fince his indiipofition. He 
read Lady AurioFs letter over and overt 
he told his daughters that he did not 
know how co anfwer her in ihat part 
where flie made a requell that he would 
return with Sarah and Emily ; and that, 
if he did not choofe to refide in her 
family, fhe would find a boufe fuitable 
to his tafte. ^ 

Again to take the charge of Lord 
Auriol was impoffible ; and he could not 
confider the invitation in any other 
light than this. The young ladies per- 
fuaded their father to re^Qonfider the 
letter fome other time, and let thenx 

occupy 
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occupy his tbonghts for the prefent 
evening. 

In a few days Mr. Moncrief was fo 
far recovered as to render the vifit 
of the phyfician unneceffary. 

Rachel had obferved the young ladies 
in every particular, in manners as well 
as drefs, and declared, that (he could 
not have fuppofed it poffible that fuch 
a . fpecdy alteration, could have been. 
efFe6ted in fo fliort a time: foir indeed 
the dear mifles look as much like a lady, 
as Lady Mary herfelf. Sarah and 
Emily had nou forgotten in their hurry. 
to put up alLthe finery purchafed at the 
milliner's, and they had altered all the. 
clothes they took from Eafham as much, 
as poffible like to ihofe* worn by Mifs 
Auriol. Rachel longed for Sunday as 
much as the young ladies; for on this 
day the belles of a village difplay their 
tafte and their charm* to the admiring- 
ruftics. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Moncrief*s mind was agitated 
greatly; he knew not how to ad, yet 
it was now neceflary that he fhould exert 
himfelf for the benefit of one infinitely 
dear to him; however, he put off from 
day to day beginning upon a fubjeft 
mod painful to him. A fecond letter 
from Lady Auriol convinced him of 
his duty, and he refolved that the next 
day he would execute the tafk impofed 
upon him. 

At breakfaft Mr. Moncrief defired 
that the young ladies would fpare him an 
hour, as he had much to communicate 
to them. This raifed their youthful 
curiofity, and they fat down in filence. 
He then began his difcourfe, by afking 
Emily how fhe liked high life, into 
which (he had lately been fomewhat 
initiated? She replied, that it appear- 
ed very pleafant to her; but that Sarah 
did not like it at all. Mr. Moncrief 
exprefled his joy on this occafion, fay- 
ing, that he had feared that fuch fcenes 

might 
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might detach h^r mind from home. •^ As 
for you, my loved Emily, tbefe fcenes 
muft foon be familiar to you— ryou are 
deftined to move inthis fphere/' Here 
the lifters both wore evident marks of 
furprife. Emily burft into tears, faying, 
^* Oh! Sir, what have I done, that you 
are a-going to feparate me from my 
fitter?'^ — '*You muft be informed, my 
dear girl, that Sarah and yourfelf are 
in no wife related, otherwife than by, 
affeflion.*' The young ladies funk 
upon the flioulder of each other, and' 
wept to find the tie broken which had 
bound them to each other in fifterly 
love. " 1 am not forry," faid the good 
Mr. Moncrief, " to fee this, I expefted 
as much; and it pains me to difTolve 
the happy family union that has fo long 
made a part of our felicity. But, to pre- 
vent farther unhappinefs to our beloved 
Emily, this muft be done." — **Ohf 
Sir," faid the lovely girl, raifing her 
head, " who, and what ^m I, fince you 

will 
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vill not let me call you father? never 
fliall I love any other lb well.'*—" You 
have no parents living to difpute the 
title with me; I fliall ever be proud to 
acknowledge you as my adopted daugh- 
ter. But a more fplendid fate awaits 
you than my (ituation in life could ever 
procure. Know that you are the 
daughter of Lord and Lady Dundorne.'* 

Here a fpark of vanity brightened 
the eyes of the weeping Emily, to find 
^ that flie was well defcended; and flie 
waited in filent expefilation to hear the 
ftory of her fi^raily. She heaved a figh 
when Qie refleSed that flie had not a 
parent living to receive her duty, and to 
return her affedion. 

Mr. Moncrief proceeded. ** Your 
parents were adorned with every virtue. 
Emulate them, my Emily, for fo I mufl: 
ever call you, and you are certain of 
obtaining an everlafting. reward.'' 

** If they were fo good as you fay, 
why did they put me away from them? 

• Have 
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Have I any brothers or fifters? Per- 
haps they were better 'beloved." — 
"No, Emily, your mother died in 
giving birth to yoU*. ; A weak fuperfti- 
tion, during the time fhe was with child, 
took poffeflion of her mind; and, on 
her death-bed, (he extorted a promife 
from your father, that if you furvived 
her, you fliould be brought up remote 
from your family, and never acquainted 
with her name or rank until you had 
attained your fixteenth year. Your 
father expoftulated againft this proceed- 
ing, but Ihe declared that fhe fhould not 
die in . peace, unlefs afTured of this 
requeft being acceded to and religioufly 
obferved on his part. Lord Dundorne 
was at length obliged to yield his acqui-^ 
efcence. As foon as this was given, 
Lady Dundorne fent for her coufin. 
Lady Mary Ballenden, now the prefent 
Lady Auriol, and informed her of her 
requeft, and begged that fhe would re- 
commend fome perfon whom fhe fhould 

think 
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think fit to take the charge of you, and 
alfo, that (he would fuperintend your 
education; and if ever fhe fhould have 
a fon worthy of you, that you. might be 
united. - 

At this lad injunQion Emily fhud- 
dered, when fhe thought what kind of a 
creature that fon was. 

Mr. Monciief faw the diftrefs that 
he had occafioned in the breaft of his 
beloved Emily, which he endeavoured 
to relieve by faying, that Lord Dun- 
dome had left her under no pofitive 
reftriQion as to her choice of a hufband, 
though, when he appointed the Lord 
Dundee as her guardian, it was plain 
that he wilhed his Lady's re ejue ft might 
be attended to, as his Lordfliip was 
uncle to Lord Auriol. 

Mr. Moncrief now related, that, after 
the death of Lady Dundorne, his Lord- 
fhip was fo abforbed in grief for her 
lofs, that he retired to a dillant eftate 
and entirely fecluded himfelf from the 

Vol. H. C world. 
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v?orld, trufting to Lady Mary Ballcn- 
den for the care of his child. This truft 
her LadyQiip was anxious to execute 
with the moft exafl prccifion. ^' Juft at 
this time I had returned from travelling 
with Ldrd Auriol, who paid his addrefles 
to her Ladyfltip, and was foon mar- 
ried to her. On her coming to England 
fhe and her Lord paid my wife and me 
^vifit, and were fo pleafed with our lit- 
tle domeftie fituation, which was then 
in a fmall village near London, that the 
idea fuggefted itfelf to Lady Auriol 
that fhe might truft her young charge 
to mine and my wife's care, arid alfo 
'confide the ftory to us. As we were 
bleffed with one child, and that a girl. 
Lady Auripl was anxious that you 
fliould be removed from Scotland, and 
brought up as our own daughter, which 
could eafily be done by our removing 
from the village we were in, and refid- 
ing in another, 

•'At 



"At this period the clergyman died 
who held the living of Eafliam^ and 
I was prefented to the living by Lord 
Auriol. 

"My wife went with Lady Auriol to 
Scotland, in Order that you might be 
added to our family before we came 
hither. She returned with you and Ra- 
chel, who had nurfed you from your 
birth; fince which, my love, I have 
endeavoured to cultivate vour mind, 
and fupply the place of a parent to you; 
for Lord Dundorne paid the laft debt 
to nature in about a year after his lady, 
leaving you' to the guardianfhip of Lord 
Dundee, to whom you was by his la(t 
will to be delivered when you (hould 
have attained the age of feventeen." 
•Here Mr. Moncrief ceafed fpeaking. 

Emily had been mufing, during ,his 
convcrfation, on what could be the 
reafon that could induce her mother to 
w'ilh her to be educated a llranger to 
her family, efpccially as {lie was an only 

C 2 child. 
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child. She afked Mr. Moncrief what 
could move a parent to aft thus cruelly 
towards her ? 

He replied, that it was only in cafe 
of her deceafe, that her mother requeft- 
ed fhe might be brought up with ftran- 
gers, as moft probably, had (lie lived, 
flie would have fuperintended her edu* 
cation herfelf; but that he had been 
informed by Lady Auriol, that Lady 
Dundorne had, whilft with child, met 
with one of thofe people who are called 
gypfies, who had prevailed on her to 
have her fortune told, and that this 
"woman had fufficient power over her 
mind to convince her that the future 
fate of the child fhe then bore was 
dependant on the concealment of her 
rank and family, until fhe fhould have 
attained her fcventeenth year : this pre- 
diftion preyed upon her mind, and as 
her weaknefs increafed, fo did her 
belief. 

^'Itruft, 



EMILY DUNDORNE, 29. 

''I truft, my dear girl, that you have 
not felt the lofs of either of your parents, 
and alfo, that you will be found worthy 
of that ftation in life which you are 
about to fill." 

- " But, Sir," faid Emily, " miift I be 
feparated from you and my fifter? How 
can I be happy when deprived of the 
fociety of thofe who are as dear to me as 
my own exiftence?'* 

" I thank you,, my good child, for 
this proof of your afFeftion, both to- 
wards myfelf and Sarah. I cannot fay. 
for how long you may be feparated from 
us: but it is neceflary that you go with- 
Lady Auriol ^ to London, in order to 
meet your guardian and her brother, the 
Lord Dundee, who comes to town for 
that purpofe. Had not this untoward 
accident happened, I would myfelf have 
attended you thither. As.it is, I think 
it bed to ^ emain here for fome littlci 
tinvc." 

• • .J 

C3 "Muft 
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''Muft I go without Sarah?** faid 
Emily; '* I cannot leave her here; let 
her accompany me. If I am poffefled 
of riches, ftie fliall fhare them. I can- 
not enjoy them alone. Lady Auriol 
knew that we ought not to be feparated, 
when fhe afked us both to Park Place. 
We will return together. Sir, with your 
permilfion.** The good man hefitated, 
and fhe continued: ** You never denied 
mc any requeft, whilft I was permitted 
to call you by the endearing name of 
parent, 

** Let not my firft requeft be deniied, 
fince I have loft that happinefs.'* 

*• Well, be it. as you wifh,*' replied 
he. Here Sarah interpofed; at the 
fame time affuring Emily that (he felt 
the fame afFeftion as ever towards her, 
but that (he did not wifh to enter again 
into high life^ but to remain with her 
father. 

This declaration caufed Emily to flied 
a flood of tears. «^ What is the world to 

me, 



KMILY DLNDORNK. Jl 

nie, when deprived of the fociety of 
thofe who alone can make life agree- 
able? Am I not a ftrangcr to Lord 
Dundee? and, except Lady Auriol, do I 
know any one who is entitled to the 
fmalleft fliare of ray regard?" — Here 
the face of Lady Emily was fuffufed 
with a blufli ; fome^ faint recoUeflion 
came acrofs her mind, that feemed to 
fay that there was fome other perfon 
befides Lady Auriol who poITefled 
a (hare in her regard^ and whom fhe 
ftill thought, notwitbftanding her eieva^ 
tibn, deferving of remembrance. 

Doftor Moncrief dcfired that Emily 
and Sarah would no«r leave him to 
recover from the agitation and ^fatigue 
that this difcovery had occafioned. 
They both willingly left the room, in 
order to converfe together on this fud- 
dcn change. Emily's fpirits were yet in 
fuch a (late of fluQuation, that ibe knew 
not whether joy or forrow were moft 

C 4 predomi- 
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predominant on the difcovery of her 
rank. 

She felt herfelf aQuated by gratitude 
ftill to look on Mr. Moncrief in the light 
of an indulgent parent, from whom it 
was her wifhes not to be feparated : 
indeed flie determined, that whatever 
might be her fortune, himfelf and Sarah 
Ihould fhare it: with this fhe afTured 
that amiable girl, who was congratulat- 
ing her on her unexpefted rank and 
fortune. Rachel now appeared with 
uncommon joy in her countenance. 

" Thank God! my deareft young lady^^ 
that now your old nurfe and fervant has 
liberty to declare how much fhe is 
rejoiced to fee you about to be reflored. 
to the honours which have been your 
due, but which you have never needed 
to regret the mifs o^ fince you have • 
been in the houfe of my good matter 
amd miflrefs, who, when fhe was living, 
took as much pairvs with you, and loved 
you as well as fhe did Mifs Sarah. 

When 
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When Ihe was on her death-bed, Ihe 
called me to her — you were both playing 
in the room-— and faid, *. Rachel^ when- 
ever a fit opportunity prefents, remind 
Emily, that if fhe ever loved me, fhe 
will not forget thofe who are dear to 
me/ ' I promifed as well as I could to 
execute her wifhes, and to fupply toyou 
both the lofs of this good Lady. Iwi 
deed I love you both, and cannot help 
crying for joy to fee this happy day. 
Lady Emily, you will foon fee your 
own eftate, it is a rare huge one; and 
the old caftle U — ^bow rejoiced I ,fhall 
be to fee you miftrefs there.'* Emily 
now began to afk a thoufand quedions 
about her parents, and particularly if 
Rachel could imagine why her raotb^r 
had wilbed ber.ta be. kept in* ig^xorjiACC 
a& to her i>irtb. . •; -, , 

Rachel rfcplied, that all fhe knew 
was,: that her Lady was^.meft earneft to 
have her wiflies .complied>wgth; and 
that flie made Lady Mary Ballendea 

C 5 take 
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take a folehfin oath in her prefence rtot 
to reveal to any one where Lady Emily 
was removed too, hor to herfelf the 
fecret of her birth, until fhe had attained 
her feventeenth year, when fhe was at 
liberty to aft as circumftances then 
pointed out :-^** And/* continued Ra- 
chel, " toy Lady wilhed you to marry 
a fon of Lady Aiiriol*s, Ihould flie 
have one; but God forbid that ever I 
ihould fee you, my deareft young lady, 
united to that horrid wretch, who had 
nearly deftroyed the good Doftor.'* 

**Oh! never, never will I unite my 
fate with that of fo unprincipled a young 
Jfnan,'* faid Lady Emily. «* Sooner 
Would i renounce the good fortune pre- 
fented to my acceptance. — But tell me, 
Rachel) what fort of a man Lord Dun- 
dee is, who is appointed my guardian ?'' 

«*Why, the truth is, I do not think 
ht is as good as I could ^ifli him to be 
iPor your fake ; but, if you do not love 
him, he will not fail to make you fear 

him. 
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him. But perhaps he is alieired-^fcven- 
teen years may have produced great 
changes in his difpoiition. I am Aire 
that I perceive great alterations in my 
own J fo there, may be the fame in his 
alfo/* 

Emily did not feel herfelf much 
cheered in the profpeft of exchanging 
the mild government of Mr. MoncrieF 
for that of Lord Dundee; but as it was 
unavoidable, (he muft fubmit. 

Emily now began to revolve in her 
mind the happy day ihe had palTed at 
EaOiam^ whilft her expcQations never 
aimed at aught beyond the power of 
Mr. Moncrief's limited fortune. She 
confidered herfelf as now going ta 
emerge into a world for which Ihe was 
totally Unfit to appear in^ and could not 
help reflefting on thie caprice of her 
mother^ who might be the occalion bf 
the numberlefs mortifications in which 
Ihe knew her ignorance of polite man- 
ners would involve her. 

C 6 They 
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They were called to attend the Doc- 
tor, who had recovered himfelf fufE- 
ciently to wifti for the fociety of the 
ladies. He gave each a hand on thek 
entrance, faying to Lady Emily, ** Well, 
have you forgiven the old man for 
ading a part to conceal fo much inno- 
cence and beauty from the world ?'' 
Emily aflured her more than father> 
that he could never aQ: towards her in 
any manner that might demand other 
than her mod lively gratitude. She 
kiffed the falling tear as it rolled down 
his venerable cheek. The Doftor 
thought it proper that he fliould write to 
Lady Auriol an acknowledgement for 
her kind letter, and alfo to inform her, 
that he had performed the tafk impofed 
on him by her Lady (hip, in difclofing 
to Emily her error as to the family to 
whom fhe had believed herfelf -to be- 
long. 

The good man exprefled his regret 
in giving up one of his children (in 

which 



EMILY DUNDORNS, 37 

which relation he had now confidered 
Emily}, though it was for her own 
good; yet the trial was, at his time of 
Hfe and ftate of health, a fevere one. 
However, he faid that he (hould ftill 
derive pleafure in feeing his beloved 
Emily placed in a ftation where fo many 
opportunities offered of praflifing thofe 
lelTons of benevolence he had endea- 
voured to inftil into her young mind. 

Mr. Moncrief avoided to mention 
the late accident at Eafham, well know* 
ing the pain it had already infli£led on 
the amiable Lady Auriol; neither did 
he once mention his pupil. He returned 
many thanks for the offer of his refiding 
at Park Place, but waved any determi- 
nation for the prefent ; faying, that he 
was much agitated by the difcovery he 
had juft been making, and therefore 
unfit to decide upon any thing : but 
that her Ladyfhip might depend upon 
his utmoft fervices whenever he confi- 
dered that they might be of advantage. 

He 
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He then concluded his letter, hy 
requeflirig that he might be allowed to 
detain his Emily for a feW days longer, 
except Lord Dundee was expefted at 
tark Place previous to their going to 
London; — and as his daughter, though 
fenfible [of the honour intended her in 
going with her Ladyfhip to London, 
begged to decline leaving him for the 
prefent, he wifhed to know to whom 
he ihould give Emily in charge to 
cbnduft her to Park Place, as he him- 
felf was unable to walk to a Carriage. 

After Writing this lettier, the Doftor 
endeavoured to compofe his inind by 
the refleftion that he had performed his 
duty towards Emily, and in oflFering up 
fkicere prayers that fliie might deferve 
the blefling of affluence that now awaited 
her. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



Lord Dundee, the guardian of the 
orphan daughter of Lord Dundorne, 
had executed his truft with the moit 
fcrupulous exaQnefs. He had found 
the eftates to which Emily was heirefs 
u^impaired^ and he had endeavoured to 
improve them during her minority to the 
beft of his abilities. They were at the 
prefent period in a date of high cul- 
tivation. 

His LordCbip now thought it necelTary 
that Emily jQiould be made acquainted 
with her awa rank> as many inquiries 

bad 
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had been obliquely made as to the re- 
fidence of the young heirefs, and fome 
doubts expreffed as to her exiftence. 
To prevent any poffibility of difpute, 
it was proper that fhe fhould now be 
produced. For this purpofe, then, he 
wrote to his fifter, he fhould. meet her 
in London in about a month ; and then 
he propofed, after introducing his ward 
at the Court of London, to carry her 
down to Scotland. 

Lady Auriol felt the propriety of 
difcovering to Emily the fecret of her 
birth : but after repeated trials (he could 
not bring herfelf to inform her that -fhe 
poiTeffed not a father in Mr. Moncriefi 
owing to the caprice of her parent, 
whom, but for this lad aft, Ihe efteemed 
and refpefted a» a woman of extremely 
good fenfe. However, fhe attributed 
this anxiety to a natural caufe, that of 
her fear for the morals of a young crea- 
ture left entirely to the care of a father; 
who, let his own principles be ever fo 

ftria^. 
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ftria, muft commit thofe of his daughter 
to the forming mind of one of her own 
fex : and Lady Dundorne had too fre- 
quently witnefled, as flic told Lady Au* 
riol, the bad efFeSs of improper women 
being taken into families as the dire£lor 
of young ladies. She faid, flie trufted 
to Lady Auriol, in cafe of her deceafe, 
to put Emily under the care of a difcreet 
and virtuous woman, under whofe fof- 
tering care the want of a knowledge of 
her rank for a few years might well be 
compenfated. Thus would flie avoid 
that deftruftive adulation fo generally 
paid by inferiors to their fuperiors, be- 
fore reafon has gained fuflBcient ftrength 
in their young minds to guard againft the 
pernicious confequences. Befides, being 
known to be the heirefs of fo large an 
eftate, flie would be befet by thofe who 
wiflied to aggrandize themfelves, though, 
perhaps, at the expence of her future 
peace. Thefe and many other argu- 
ments, after combating them in vain« 

induced 
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induced Lady Auriol to accept the 
charge of the little Emily, Ihould her 
mother not recover, which was foon 
aftpr decided by her diflblution. Lord 
'Dundornc had foothed the laft mo- 
ments of a beloved wife with repeated 
affurances that his promife to her fhould 
be held facred, except that he fliould 
fometimes vifit the perfons whom Lady 
Ballendeh (hould cteeiofe «[s Ihfe pt^teaor 
of his child. He alfo promifed never to 
give her to underftand that he was in 
any mrife related to heu 

Lord Oundorine did not fufvive his 
Lady long enough to make one journey 
to England; but> during his laft illnefs, 
he requefted to fee Lady Auriol, who 
went to Scotland for that purpofe. His 
Lordfhip named Lord Auriol and Lord 
Dundee joint guardians to the infant 
already in her Ladyfhip's care, and ex- 
preffed with much cordiality that it was 
his wiQies, as they had been before ex- 
preffed by Lady Duhdorne, that if Lady 

Auriol 
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Auriol ever had a fon he might be 
united to Emily. But his Lordihip 
faid, he would not make this a condi* 
tion, as he held the inftitution of mar- 
riage too facrcd to lay his daughter un- 
der any reft rain t. 

Both Lord Auriol and Lord Dundee 
promifed to execute the truft repofed in 
them with every attention to the. future 
happinefs of their ward. Her father. 
vas fatisfied that they were both men of 
honour, and, therefore, he trufted them 
with what was now becom^e dearer to^ 
him than life itfeif, which had loft its 
charm when he was bereft of his Lady. 
He now looked forward to theif re^ 
union in another ftate. 

His Lordftiip did not furvive this 
vilit of Lord and Lady Auriol more 
than a fortnight. When they returned 
to England* they vifited Mr. and Mrs. 
Moncrief, whom they informed of the 
c4rcumftance, and refolved now to truft 
Emily entirely to their guidance, in 

whom 
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whom they placed implicit confidence, 
fearing, if they vifited too often, it might 
raife fufpicion, or excite curiofity ; 
therefore, by letters, they were con- 
ftantly informed of the health of Emily, 
and the progrefs fhe made in her ftudies* 
When fhe had attained her feventh year 
Lord Auriol accepted an employment 
at a foreign Court, and, previoufly to 
their going abroad, Lady Auriol went 
down to Ealham, and was introduced as 
a relation of Mrs. MoncriePs. This 
was the lad and only time (he had feen 
Emily, though flie was informed of her 
health by letters written weekly by Mr. 
Moncrief. Mrs. Moncrief died when 
Emily had attained her twelfth year^ 
about which period Lady Auriol re- 
returned to England after the death of 
her Lord. This circuraftance, and the 
care of an only fon, had determined 
her Ladyfhip to let Emily remain with 
Dr. Moncrief fome time longer, efpe- 
cially as be had a daughter, whom the 

was 
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waaufed to confider as a fifter, and who 
was fomewhat older than herfelf. Her 
Ladylhip well knew the capricious dif- 
poGtion of her fon, and feared, that if 
fhe took Emily home, as (he could not 
introduce her in her real charaQer, he 
might form fome defigns not altogether 
proper. His Lorfhip's behaviour had 
convinced his mother that fhe had aQed 
right; and his conduct growing more re- 
prehenfible, fhe determined to make an 
exchange with Mr. Moncrief, as her La- 
dy fhip could with perfeQ propriety invite 
the daughters of the Doftor to fpend the 
winter with her ; and as Lady Emily was 
now nearly of an age to be made ac- 
quainted with her own fecret, it would be 
the means of introducing her by degrees 
into polite life, and fhe fhould be ena- 
bled the better to fludy the charafler 
of her who was in future, fhe hoped, to 
make the reformation in Lord Auriol 
fo much defired. 

Lady 
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Lady Auriol intended, after the rank 
of Emily was made known, and her fon 
had been introduced, to fend him abroad 
with Mr, Moncrief for feme months, 
hoping, that time would wear off thofe 
foibles fhe was willing to attribute to 
youth and an ardency of difpofition. 

Her fon had by his conduQ; ren- 
dered this fcheme abortive, and had 
alfo laid the foundation of a fooled 
diflike in that bofom, where it had 
been hoped a contrary effefl; would 
have been produced. 

Lady Auriol had received her bro- 
ther's letter the day after the one ar- 
rived giving the account of her fon's bad 
conduft, and the dreadful confequences. 
This determined her to fend the young 
ladies direflly to Eafham, and to requeft 
the DoQor to make the necelfary ex- 
planation as foon as his health would 
permit. 

She waited impatiently for a letter 
from Eafham* When flie received the 

Do£tor\s, 
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Do£lor*s, and found that Mifs Moncrief 
declined the renewal of her vifit from a 
filial regard to her father, fhe deter- 
mined to ,go herfelf and take charge of 
Emily, not choofing to truft any other 
perfon, as (he had efcaped any dan« 
gerous connexion until arrived at the 
age her mother had named for her being 
entrufted with the.fecret of her birth: 
fhe now refolved to guard her, as a trea- 
fure defigned for her fon, fliould he yet 
be found dcferving of her regard. 

On the next morning the carriage was 
ordered: as Mr. and Mrs. Hornby were 
going home, Lady Auriol determined to 
accompany them fo far. 

On her arrival at EaQiam, fhe found 
both the , young ladies fitting with Mr. 
Moncrief. The good man received her 
with much regard; but a filent tear would 
Ileal down his cheek, when he thought 
that this vifit was preparatory to his 
parting with his dear Emily. She too 
caught the infedion, and wept. Lady 

Auriol 
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AM^'i<'l Hud, that fhe admired this ami- 
blc cilpofition, ' as it (hewed that each 
p?irty was deferying of the afFeftion of 
the other. 

But, my love," faid her Ladyfliip, 

you fhould not grieve at what puts it 
fo amply in your power to pay your 
duty to Mr. Moncrief, and much better 
than you could have .done, had you ac- 
tually been ^ his daughter. She wiped 
the tears from her eyes, and endea* 
voured to be cheerful. Lady Auridl 
and the Doflor explained to. her, her 
family connexions, and alfo her for- 
tune, as nearly as they could do, though 
this had been much improved by Lord 
Dundee, and it was believed at prefent 
to produce from ten to twelve thoufand 
pounds per annum. 

Emily dreaded the hour of feparation 
from her beloved Sarah, the fitter of her 
affeQions; a more undifputed tie than 
that of kindred. She had made her pro- 
mife that whenever (he (hould have a 

houfe 
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houfe of h^r own, fhe would come and 
'■ve with hen Thij proniife in fome 
meafure reconciled htfr to the parting. 

Poor Rachel had done nothing but 
weep firice 'Emily had known that (he 
was no longer the daughter of Mr. Mon* 
crief. She faid, it was cruel to part af- 
ter hav4ng lived fo long and fo happily 
together; but though fhe loved Mifs 
Eniily dearly, yet never would fhe quit 
the fer vice of the good Doftor, who bad 
beerr fo kind a matter. 

Emily kiffed hcrand promifed to come 
often to fee her ; but the good woman 
{hook her head in unbelief, well know- 
ing, that, however well flie might be 
inclinied, when fhe was once immerged 
in the vortex and pleafures of the great 
world, Eafham would not fo often pre- 
fent itifelf to her remembrance. 

Sad antl melancholy was the approach 
oP that mofni^g that was to fep^rate this 
once-happy family. 
»->Vol. II, q Emily 



Emily was up. firft, and determln^d^ al 
no one was ftirring^^o take a lad (lro||^ 
round the Pa^rfonage. She went out and 
^ept over tbofe ruin3 whereihe had fpent 
To many 'peaceful hours* She {i]ghed at 
.the contemplation of that profligacy tijiat 
had occaiioned the prefent dcfblatipn^ 
She determined to make her firft re-. 
<[ueft to Lord Dundee, that he would 
^Ilow her to rebuild this houfe for her 
father, not knowing that Lady Aiiriol 
had given orders for its being done 
immediately. 

. After taking a filent and melancholy 
leave of the inanimate obje6ts around^ 
ihe returned juft as ibe breakfaft was 
fet on the table. It was a matter of 
mere form this morning, for no one 
could eat. The parting occupied every 
one; and Lady Auriol hartenied her 
fcrvants, feeing that 4he loftgef this 
was delayed the more fonibre they all 
grew*^ 

Sarah 



^arah and Emily withdrew for fome 
liainutes, and when they retutfied they 
bore in their countenances evident 
piarks of forrow: they had promifed 
to ' correfpond ■- regularly. Whilft they 
ivere thus employed^ Lady AuHo) had 
aflured Mr. Moncrief of her lafting 
pbligition ; and that (be would endea*. 
vour to convince him, that, though her 
fob ¥^as tlYigrateful^ (he had a jnift fenfe 
6F his worth/ Slie would have pre- 
vailed on him to refide at Park Place 
until the Parfonage (hould be rebuilt ; 
but he rather chofe to remain m the 
fmall houfe, which he was to rent dur- 
ing this period. 

With abundance oF tears, Emily tore 
Kerfelf from the arms of a beloved father, 
for fo file faid (he would ever confider Mr, 
Moncrief; next fhe embraced her fitter, 
and alfo poor old Rachel, who flood in 
the pafTage, as fhe faid, to have the lafl 
look of the dear angel. 

D 2 Nothing 
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Nothing taaterial happened during the 
joutndy to Park Place,* where they ar- 
rived on the fecond day. Lady Auriol 
found a letter from her brother, faying, 
that he hoped to be in England the be- 
ginning of the next weekj and to find 
hef and his ward well, whom' he longed 
to embrace and: aflure of his iincere 
regard. .; ; ; : . . 

The mean-time Was fpent by JLady 
Auriol in firing JEmily; a juA idea of her 
own confequence, and alfo diredipns 
for her future conduft, which was re- 
ceived with becooning modelly and re- 
fpeft. 



I 
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CHAPTER XIV^. 



A Niew world now opened before 
Emily. She was going to fill an ira'- 
portant ftation in fociety^ with the 
daties and concerns oiFwhich- Che hardly 

was acquainted* ^^ 

The fplendid fortune fhe was to 
poffefs occupied her mind. She faw 
in this the means of gratifyrbg her ut- 
moft wiflies: and as. theft; aJl centered 
in the good of her fellow creatures, fhe 
felt inexprelfible fatisfaftion in bein^ 
poffefled of the power.- She* longed 
for the arrival of Lord Dttridee, in^ 
whofe praifes Lady Auriot was moft 
lavifh. The only unhappy^ perfon was* 

D 3 Mifs 
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Mifs Auriol, who faw a rival in Emily 
Dundorne that flie had difdained in the 
humble Emily Moncrief, though flie 
had often b^en difpleafed 9t the un- 
common attention, as fhe then thought^ 
Lady Auriol paid this her vifitor. Mifs 
Auriol obtained leave, to pay a vifit to 
an old friend, and was to join her Aunt 
again in London. 

Lord Auriol ftill contini^^d jq Lopt 
don > and ^s his mother intended fo fopft 
ri^qiovtQg thkber he^ffelfj (h/^ cea(^;ii9^ 
r6monftrfi[ley weU isqowing that jl^f 
fhould be more attended to when fk^ 
yf^s ^JBfte4by hi?r brother's advice, 5|nd 
ili^ thought Ipiis adipo^itiou might, cariy* 
more weight than her Qwn»^ :. 

In thi^ i^ate remained the family at 
Park Place Mntjl thie ^rjyal of Lord 
Dundeej^ which was .announced by an 
out-rider s^bout two.hotprs before he 
himfelf ,ma4e his appe^Mranc^. 

Emily ftciofl ^t her chamber-window^ 
waiting fprythe firft view of ibe carriage* 

■■ As 

\ 
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As fdon ay it flopped at the Park gate 
fce felt herfelf in an uncommon tremor: 
ihe dreaded to fee his Lordihip^ biut 
could, not imagine the reafon. 

She ftood and fawhim alight and go 
ioto the hoiife^ and now waited for , i 
fumn>ons from Lady AurioL In about 
lialf an hour after fiie was acquainted 
that Iter company was defired in the 
dtawittgRroons^ She prepared to Cdl# 
low the fervant^ who announced 'bcT; 
name^aad theb clo£ed the door; 
. ^ His Jjocdfliip now approached Emily ^' 
affuciflg lier that he bad long looked 
fiDr#ar4'tO( this moment .with pleajCiirey 
and hoped tUat it .now ferved as a pre-; 
lude to E much happinefs to both*. Hd> 
then tediifir ko.aifeat. His perfonal in« 
attention tocher iiitherto he begged ihe 
would jcoiifidcr^as impofed 'by the com*- 
mandi ofirHer deceafed parents :;.l)irt h^ 
adfo :truflpd}that ibe wouhj be fatiified 
that he bad been a&ive in'thofe con«* 
cevns entrufled to his care. .. t 

D 4 Emily 
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Emily had been obferving his Lord* 
(hip whilft he fpoice, and was well pleafed 
to find nothing in his appearance revolt- 
ing, for the hint thrown out by Riacbel 
dwelt on her mind. She found that his 
Lordfhip loft confiderably by a compa* 
rifon with the good Dr. Moncrief ; yet 
for the future he muft be confidered by 
her as the direftor of her ^ youth, to 
whofe approbation and advke ihc muft 
apply on all occafions. ^ < v ^ 

Hi« LordQiip and Lady Aiiriol em- 
ployed the firft hour or ^two of their 
meeting in informing their young friend 
of her.^ prefent fituation with regard to 
fortune^ and in making her fully un- 
derftand the dignity^ of that family of 
which (he was now the legal reprefenta- 
tive. They alfo gave, her to under- 
ftand, that it was the earacift wifli of 
both her parents that ffae fhould give 
her hand, at a proper period^ to Lord. 
Auriot^ and that this was the motive 
that induced Ladjr Dundorne to feclude 

her 
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her from foctety until Ibe fhould have 
iafficient reafon to fee th^t her aflent ^o 
riieirwiflies was the proper line of con- 
du6k to purfue : whereas, had (he been 
brought up as the heirefs of the houfe 
of Dundorne, ihe would have been be.- 
fet with interefted flatterers, who would 
never have confulted her intereft of 
happinefs. 

Lady Auriol did not fulFer any re- 
ply from Emily, who, fhe well knew, 
had received a violent prejudice to the 
pretenfions of her fon in his late ,con^ 
du£l to Dr. Moncrief. But, taking her 
hand,faid, ''My brother only now^Mifs 
Dundprne, informs you of the withes 

' of your parents, in order that you may 
Regulate your future condud; not that 
he defires you to give your aflent until 
your judgement convinces you that th^ 
obje<^ of their attention is worthy of 

'yours. Both my fon and ypu are Y.ery 
young; he is atprefent too volatile, and 
led away by inexperience to commit 

D 5 imprudence^ 



imprudences that his maturer years ^ 
certainly condeimn^ He > is not yet ac-* 
quainted'with ihe prize; to bo gained by 
an alteration qf his condafi**^' 
■ Wheii the party broke up in ortler t6 
dreTs^'fbr dinner^ and Emily was left to 
ber own reficBtiouB, (he began to revolve 
ki her mind what advantages fiie had 
gained by the good fortune that npw 
awaited her; for (he plainly perceived 
that it was not intended that fhe fliould 
a£k according loi> her own inclinations^ 
h^i that Lady Auriol and her brother 
wer<^ to dired her in the difpolal df her 
fortune ; but at the fame titne fhe re« 
membered^ tha^ her good inftruBor and 
fyihtty Mr. Moiicrief^ had told her ihat 
Ihe Was not to give her band to Lord 
Auriol^ except her inclination went 
along with it She therefor^ determined 
within herfelf ^never to yield to the 
Authority of others what was due to her 
oi^n judgement* 

Her 
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X heaxt was elated with the g^y. 
prpQped$ before her : . fhe denenmine/i 
to Ipie h^ppy hpr^cK, ^fid to d^ffpfe aa 
grqax a pQitipp.pf felicity around her as 
wfts^poffiblen ,"I willi^Qw/; f;^i.d fbe, 
*« roilize .wha^ J-hayc JCr ipften wi(he/d* 
Tte ,vaiqe of piisfortuBi^;|haIi^ ney,^r:go 
unaiuended 4,0. ^ I will J^^ the f^ce pf 
mifery drftfied in fmiles.'* ; « 

, ; Tbc&ri^le^ions ledfi hep jtp tjiink 
bQ5<i U»pi))! ibe fliouUjlibaye bfiisp. fqrof 
l«ric,tiote<agO, hadAfiil^iefi? a,^i|3in(;ed 
Yfilifa J^ier pp?f<?nt poflefljpnf, whpn die 
poor forlorn Auguftus fjc^e prefente^ 
Jiimfeif tK>rne do^ya 1 ^y , misfortune. 
r* SWrfefifi^j I may «iever fe? him ?gain," 

i>fl4*flV:figh^,d 'inX«l^"^2i"ly^ ^^ Lof^i 
.>VjV)^l9l>. fi^P thought^ had been like this 
ypupg m^n^ b^^ moiJi^r'^. wifbes might 
eaOlybavQ^ b$gn accooipj^fbed., 
.-Jt ly^'a^idet^rcjujiecli that '|bcy ftoyld 
begin their joijriiey to ^ibc^/Capi^al on 
thq third ;dfty aftep. .J^oifd^^jijin^ee's ar- 
rival, 9^J)<^ was anxious tpT(|q hLs. nc^ 

D 6 phew, 
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phew, and, by his prefence and advice, 
put a -ftop to his growinfg irregularities. 
The poffcfEon of the Dundorne eftate> 
added to his own, would make him im- 
menfely rich, and give' him great con- 
feqaence with the Minifter, which might 
advance hi« uncle to a Britifh peerage, 
tcj which additional honour he looked 
forward with much fatisfadion. 
* Whilft his mother was preparing to 
viiit^ alnd, if, poffible, reclaim him. Lord 
Auriol was raftiiRg forward in the direft 
road to deftruQion, under the tuition of 
Captain Carelefa. 

He was now become tn famille i/fiih 
Mrs. Ellis, and the gaming table was a 
conftant refource : Whenever an agreea<- 
ble lounge was found neceflary, he de- 
clared Jt greatly prefenEble to all the 
. formal ttifuette. of a lady's drawing* 
ro6Qi ; and, that as he found the women 
much handfMier and much nK>re ac- 
commodating, he Ihoufd cut all his mo- 
ther's parties) and live more to bis own 

liking* 



/ 
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likmg. fiefides, lie felt a certain ptn^. 
chant for Mifs J^Ilis, who was a pertji 
forward girl^ juft turned out from a fa-* 
ihionable boarding fcbool^ where fhe 
hajd-^ Ijearnt to know that fhe was vaftly 
bandfome, and that (he was much fu- 
perior in confequence to the Mif» 
Adams, whofe father wa^ only a poor 
clergyman^ ^ho had no coach^ no cur-^ 
ricle^ and did not even keep a footnpan. 
The teachers alfo paid particular atten* 
uon to Mifs Ellis, becaufe fhe drefl'ed 
always in the fafhion ; and her mother 
was not fo inelegant as to fuperintend 
her daughter's wardrobe^ but on the 
queftion of jiirbat was no longer fit to be 
wojn, was s^ways decided by tbemfeives. 
In fliort, what with prefeiits to the mif- 
trefsiand douceurs to the affiftants, no one 
was confide red of equal confequence to 
Mifs Ellis, This/avwriiifm foon caufed 
a deference: to be paid to her by all the 
younger part^ of the fchool, and a fixed 
hatred to be eftablifhed by thofe who, 

in 
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iii years and .aclcoimpfilihineiiis, tfabug^ 
not in riche«, wereber dquak.- i ' : ; j 

Mifa Ellis was taken from (cbool^. ^ndl 
eonfldered by her parents as one of the 
nH>(l accompUDied females of. tfax! ageJ 
They now tboked out Top » title tbiadd 
tibe lad brilliant fintfh. Mr. EHis&id 
he did not doubt Maria would &a& 
ftfOtilder out all th^ old tabbies at St.^ 
James's, as Hie fhould'cut fuch a daib 
as would aftonifti tbem^Il. • -oj - i 

Now Lord Auriol was jiiftUha peer 
tliey wantefd to give the m^bei^ry «cla4 
to Maria. 

From the firft evening that he hadi 
been feen at the table, Mrsi EWi^ htttf 
determined to draw binii into the frUFe 
tfpoffible. ' '■ • ,'' i ' :»' 

It had been determined by both pa- 
rents, that it would be improper ^for 
Maria to be feen publicly attending the 
gaming taWe, A'' fujte of : rooms ^filled 
up on the fedond floW h^d -bjsdn fotely 
appropriated to Mil^ ElUs^ 'and a jfcrfon 

hired 



faired a3 a companion^cwho wfis inftru£l^ 
hy Mrs. Ellis what wa»e^pc3ed of ^err 
aamely, that (he fl)!Qu.ld ifnplicitly con-r 
form tp the will of ihe young la4y» bu€ 
in fecret inform :he;f oaother if A^e en«» 
tered into any imitnacy wiih any of the «, 
other Jtx. 

; Xoird Auriol^ aa a great favour, had 
been admitted to a whiftrparty in the^ 
fecond floor, where every fpecies pf 
coquetry had beep pra8iM by Mif^*^ 
»ad every finejfe of arl by her mpth^r«. 
Captain Carelefs, at their departure^ 
fpoke highly of the beauty of Maria, and 
of tbie extreme prudence of her parents^ 
He added, that he did not''. doubt but 
file would be worth a hundred thoufand 
pounds, ** aAd, as times go, this is a good 
ibing,'* fi^id he* Lord Auriol advifed 
him to marry her bimfelf. The Captain 
laid, that if ever he married> he was en- 
gagedi but he believed he Chould never 
commit fucb a miftake, as he. liked 
Uberty . The truUi was, the Captain wad 

already 
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already mamed- to a very amiable wci^ 
msm, of whom he was altogether iin^ 
worthy; but he endeavoured to keep 
his marriage a fecret^- as among the va- 
rious refources on which he depended 
h was one to make love to married 
women, negleded by their hufbands^ in 
the profpeft of marrying them on the 
death of their hufbands. In this pre* 
dicament he flood with regard to Mr& 
Ellis herfelf^ of others in fimilar fitua* 
tions of life, who could on emergencies 
command the ready. 

Each day his Lord (hip vifited Maria 
Ifae difplayed fome new charm until hi» 
Lordihip fancied himfcif realy in love* 
He well knew that this connexion muft 
be heard of at home^ as family pride 
predominated there over all the riches 
of the globe. A marriage muft not be 
thought of: but Maria was proof againft 
my overtures of a lefs-binding nature^ 
as Carelefs gave him to underftand that 
Ihe had had fuch oflPers from almoft 

every 
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every prince and peer in the Court Ka-< 
lender, and had rejected them all with 
difdain : befidds, Ellis had behaved to 
bis Lordihip with fuch hofpitality and 
geherofity, that he could not think of 
aflFronting him. Indeed he could not 
afford to do fo, for Ellis had found out 
that his Lordihip had none of that 
commodity with which he himfelf 
was too plentifully furniihed. Heof* 
fered, on the fecond evening. of their 
meeting, to lend Loi'd Amrioilwo thaa^ 
fand pounds on his fiinple bond, which 
waa with many^ thanks accepted. After 
having received ithe ^caih^ his Lordihi|> 
juft flroUed up to the table to call Cafe^ 
lefs; and .as he was engaged in a. cod-* 
fiderable bet, his Lordihip, not to Hand 
idle, joined him^ and they loft five 
hundred, which his Lordfliip paid, as 
Carelefs had, "unknown to himfelf^ left his 
pocket book at home; in ihort, by the 
end of the week, his Lordihip had not 
(Efficient to pay his lodgings, for he 

had 
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had removed from Grofvenor Square 
at the infligation of Johnfon^., who 
heard Lady Auriol was foon expe&ed^ 
and knew that fhe would fbon find out 
by the late hours of his Lordihip the 
kind of company he kept*. f^t 

Johnfon had now complete hoid of 
his raafter^and lived ^noiieiti: the -flyic 
of a companion than that of a fervant;^ 
except that he never walked abroad with 
his Lordfl^p*. Hei u£bi as much fami^ 
tiarity at home as Captain Carelgfs did, 
of whole growing favour he was become 
very jealous : however, as he had nor 
pvefumed to interfere, in any .matter that 
Johnfon confidered as his direQ prdi^ 
vince; he lei him^ quietly enjoy : hit 
Lord's favour. 

In this date Lady Auriol^ on. her 
arrival in town,' found ber: for^. All: 
Ihe knew wj^s, that he had removed 
from her houfe^ and commenced hi^ 
ownm^Aer. 

A fcrvant 
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A fervant was difpatched to his Lord-* 
ibip*s lodgings, to inform him that hi& 
mother was arriv^ed witl;!. Lord Dundee^ 
who was impatient to fee him. He 
was juft ftepping into b^d as t|ie roef- 
fage wa$ brought, though the fervant 
was difpatched juit as Lady Auriol had 
finilhed her breakfaih Her fon had 
fpeot the night at Mr, £Uis*s, froni 
wbePQe h§ ha^ juft camf, after Ipfifift 
thrte hundred poundft witfc hi? friwd. 
Camlefs^ ancj wit^p^t ane guip«a to4jf-. 

ebtrgs ithe d?bt^ . , .; 

. ^ Wha^ ABfwer to return |o ^^ rnv^t 
t^n bis fLo^fliip ^al4 ftQt ^evifi^. 
To meet bb mpther wi3}w}i«t he 4t^^ 
cd^ as tb«:receM affairs ^Ej^jirn w^& 
to be. difcviffedt and confeq^tf qtly mapy, 
more unpleafant fubjeds* To fay ih^ 
he was unwell would be to bring :her^ 
Ladyfbip immediately to bis lodgiags;, 
asid yet what could he fey, as th^ 
fervant^ who brought the mei&ge had 
been tol^ that he was juft gone ta bedu 

H^ 
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He determined to fend for anfwer that 
he had a particular appointment for 
that morning, but that he would cer- 
tainly dine in Grofvcnor Square. 

Johnfon had* interrogated the lad 
who hjd brought the letter who were 
to be of Lady Auriol's party. ** No- 
one but Lord Dundee and Mifs Dun- 
dorne.**-i— ** Who was Mifs Dundorne?" 
afked Johnfoft^— " Why, a great for. 
ttine^ thai was to be married to bis^ 
Lbrd," was the answer given. — John- 
fon baftily fhook the you rig man by^ 
the hand; and ttolv^ithftanditig Lord 
Auriol had rcfigned himfelf to fleep, 
drew afidc his curtaiin^ faying, *• My 
Lord, you are a married man." He 
darted up at this information, and the 
iervant informed hinv that there was a 
Mifs Dundorne at home, brought to 
town for the purpofe of being united 
to him. This raifed his coriofity to 
fee her^ and he afked If Ihe was not the 
heirefs with a damned £wihging fortune: 

which. 
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vrhich his mother had been always 
preaching about ? This queftion being 
anfwered in the affirmative, Johnfon 
was difmilTed to the taylor with orders 
for the laft fuit of clothes ordered to 
be brought home by dreffing time. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Emily was in the. higheft fpirits 
imaginable: fhe was now in the great 
metropolis, where (he was deftined to 
make a diftinguiflied figure. She was 
beloved by Lady Auriol, who confi- 
dered herfelf as her fecond mother, and 
who indeed expefted to have that title 
confirmed in a very few years. In the 
interim, it behoved her to attend par- 
ticularly to the intimacies formed by 
her young friend, as fhe well knew that 
on this circumftance much would^ de- 
pend. 
H ' . . : Lord 
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Lord Dundee faw with inward fatif- 
fadion the pliability of his young ward's 
difpofition, and determined to fliape. 
this as much to his own intereft as poC* 
fible. At the fame time he determined 
not to appear to have any wi(b that did 
not accord with her own. 

Lord.Auriol arrived about half an 
hour before dinner, not choofing to 
allow too much time for a family 1e£lure«* 

He was received by his mother and 
uncle rather coldly; the latter repren 
fented the immediate danger of allow- 
ing his paffions to govern him, and the 
dangers tod :of vicious habits. He 
next fet before him the impropriety of 
fetting abad ejxample. To the nobility,, 
he faid, it was eritrufted to form the 
ihorals of the date in which they lived; 
to (hem tb^ lower i orders . looked up, 
and- from, them caught tbfc flame of 
either virtaeor.vict.-i ; ; ; i 

W.ben a poor man fees a rich one 

OiVeSrftepping aU'.4aws, mjdral and di-r 

vine. 
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vine, who cannot urge neceffity as his 
excufe^ how is he tempted to follow 
the fame example which is not 
thought ' wrong in him wbofe educa^ 
tion is fo much fuperior to his, and 
muft pofTefs more knowledge ? 

Lord A Uriel was overpowered by 
the juft arguments of his mother and 
his uncle; and^ after urging many inad<*» 
miffible arguments^ fuch as intoxication, 
&c. &c. he proraifed to be more cau- 
tious and circumfpe6l in his condu£l for 
the future : and as Lady Auriol had 
another point to carry juft at this time, 
flie did not choofe to prefs her fon too 
bard; only (he infifijcd that he fliould 
give up hii lodgings, and fob the future 
take up his abode in her houfe. ** That 
muft be according to the wifhes of 
Auriol hitnfdf,?' jfaid iLord Dundee, 
"when he finds' that yOii have a moft 
beautiful young female of yoitt^jJarty.-' ' 

" And pray- who ' is (he?" • iifked 
L6rd> Auriol. ^« Some old '&nfl^u4efe(t 

_ '' damfcl, 
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damfe), I dare fay, for my mother has 
fcrvcd me this trick more than once,*' 

« WelV replied Lord Dundee, '' I 
pledge you my word, that is not the 
cafe in the. prefent ihftance.** He then 
left the iroom in order to introduce 
Emily. 

ILady Auriol took this opportunity 
to explain to her fan the myftery of 
Emily's concealment. She mfentioned , 
alfo the immenfe property to which (he 
was heirefs ; but not that this property 
was defigned for him, well knowing 
that be had ever a£i€;d contrarily to any 
rule prefcribed by her. 

His Lord(hip began to recoiled . that 
Emily was tolerably bandfome ; that 
be had been fomewhat inattentive to her 
at Mr. Hornby's ; but that he then 
thought her an obfcure parfon's daugh- 
ter. The addition 6f a tolerable female 
in the houfei foftenedi the diltrefc that 
a removal to Grofvenor Square would 
otherwife have occaGoned; and he 
Vol. II. E thought 
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thought airp^ thatj by. tbe^affiftattcc of 
Johnfon and connivance of the ppr-* 
ter^ he might ftiil fee his beloved Mifs 
Ellis. f. 

On the entrance: pf Lord Dundee 
wi^b S^mjlyt: whpn^. hei introduced; as 
Mifs Dundorne, the daughter of - f 
deceafed and refpeQcd friend,. Lord 
Aiuriol bowed : but bptb of the young 
people, kpk^d aujiward. and emb^r^ 
raffed/ from a recolleQicin that they 
bad met before under other <:ircuavf 
fiances. Emily, met Lord Auriol with 
a pre^determined prejudice againft him. 
His Lordlhip beheld her with nearly 
the fame indiffereiiQe that he had before 
experienced at Hornby Lodge: fo 
difficult is it for any difcovery of truths 
or change of circumftances, to alter 
£rft impreflionq. 

To the mutual ^fatisEaiQion of Emily 
and his Lordfhip, a loud and thunder- 
ing rap at the door announced vifitors, 

and 
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and in a minute in bounced Lady Die 
Day'relU 

"Well, good people/' faid fhe, 
*' you thought you had the ftart of me ; 
but here I am. I have come here 
before I went fa'ome^ juft to (hew you 
how quickly I can follow the leader. 
Ah! my beloved Emily, I am glad to 
fee you. I want you to go home with 
roe, for 1 am fo bufy you cap't ima- 
gine.^* 

«*Bufyr* replied Emily; "why I 
heard your Ladyfhip declare this minute 
tjiat you came here before you went 
home/' . 

*« Well, and fo I have, my dcle£l4- 
ble fair one. My carriage is at your 
door with Sir J.ohn, and all the. live 
lumber. We left poor Sir Sampfon at 
the Caftle; he will follow next week. — 
« Thereby hangs a tale.'— Come, Emily, 
go with me you Ihall." — " What I" 
faid Lady Auriol, '* certainly this m^ft 

E 2 be 
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be determined by Mifs Dundorne her- 
felf." 

" Mifs Dundorne !*' replied Lady 
Die: *' well, that is droll; but I have 
heard all about it, and I am fo rejoiced 
-to find that the adorable creature is one 
of us — I will teach you to manage the 
men, my love !— •! can drive them four 
in hand,'* 

Emily laughed, though (he hardly 
underftood this fafliionablc jargon* 
She turned to Lady Auriol, faying, 
that it would not be agreeable perhaps 
to her Ladylhip that Ihe (hould go 
from home on that dav ; and that, if (he 
pleafed, ftie would defer her vifit to 
Lady Dayrell until the next morning. 

This compliment to the arrival of 
Lord Auriol pleafed her Ladyfhip, and 
fhe replied, that this certainly would be 
mod agreeable to her, if agreeable to 
Emily.' Lady Die pouted and faid» that 
fhe would be revenged of them all, by 
keeping Mifs Dundorne a week at her 

houfe. 



EMILY DUNDORNE*. 'J'J 

hpure, and departed to her carriage, fay- 
ing, that Ihe would be there by twelve 
the next morning. Emily was delighted 
with the idea of making the tour of I«on- 
don in fuch lively company; for both 
. LadyAuriol and her brother were too 
grave in their difpofitions for compa- 
nions for fo^youig and lively a female 
as Emily. 

. The dinner bell called them to par- 
take of a mod elegant repaft prepared in 
honour of the meeting between Mifs 
Dundorne and Lord Auriol. His 
Lordfhip was more than commonly 
agreeable, and moft attentive to Emily. 
The entire fatisfadion that this condu^ 
occafioned might be feen. in the com- 
placent fmiles of his mother. Emily 
could not return his civility with that 
cordiality (he wifhed, as his behaviour 
at Eafham prefented itfelf to her imagi- 
nation ; heightened with the idea that by 
his condu^ fhe had nearly been de- 
prived of the beft of men, in whofe 

E 3 future 
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future good advice (he hoped to reap 
much advantage, at the fame time that 
flie fhould endeavour to adminitler to 
his comfort. 

• After dinner (as her Ladyihip never- 
called in the aid of cards except when 
this was not to be avoided) the conver-; 
fation became rather dull and languid,* 
and Lady Auriol propofed that th^: 
ihould go to the theatre^ as this would 
be entirely a new fcene to Emily. 
Her heart bounded with joy at the bare 
idia, and (he cried, '^Ohl do let us 
go/* This was feconded by Lord 
Auriol, who heartily wiflied to change 
the prefent company fdr (bmething more 
cheerful, ■ The carriage was ordered,* 
and they drove to' Drury Lane. As 
loon as they entered, all appeared fairy- 
land to the delighted eye of Emily, 
whp was by- no means anxious for the 
beginning of the performance, as fhe 
found as much entertainment in look* 
ing round the houfe at the lights and the 

, entrance 
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entrance of the company a$ fhe thonght 
It poffible for her to receive. When 
the bell rung for the performance td 
bcgin> fhe felt not a little regret at xhi 
interruption of tlie mufic, and the ttecief-^ 
fity of direfting htf aitiention to otfaer 
objefls. • 

Tfhe play was Twelfth NigKt, with 
the Wedding Day. Here- fhe had'ati 
opportunity of obferving the adnnrabfe 
talents of Mrs. Jordan^^ from whom fhe 
never took Her eyes ' whilft Ibtt was on 
the ftage. She could haVdly believe 
(hat it was a fiftitious fcehe^ and wa^ 
grtatly mortified when the-Cartaih tiropi 
ped at the tonclufioh; • ' v ' ^ 
• lLic(y ■ Auriol had' feen many* of * hfex* 
friends itr the houfe; ^ho had, By their 
looks/ congratulated her art her arri- 
val, ^ arid whb rtow c6ntri ved- to meet 
her 'as ffie \reat through ther'faloori to 
her carriage. 'She introduced Mift 
Dundome as the waVd of her brother, 
&nd (he received many degant compli- 
' •' E 4 ments 



8o EMILY DUNDORNJl. 

ments from the men of fafhion who fur- 
rounded them. Lord Auriol had flipped 
away from them, in order to pay hw 
compliments to Mifs Eilis^ who had ju(l 
defcended from the green boxes with 
her mother: they fat oppofite to Lady 
Auriol*s box, and were bufied all night 
in conjefture who the fair one could be 
CO whom Lord Auriol fecmed to pay hh 
attention. 

From the drefs.and appearance of the 
ladies who detained her fon. Lady 
Auriol was convinced that their fociety 
could npt but be deftruftiye to his mow 
rals; ibe determined, therefore, ta take 
an early opportunity of fpeaking to him 
on this fubjeft, and to hint the neceffity 
of his going abroad for a ihort time. 

The party returned home, all, except 
Lady Auriol, in good fpirits: . they 
flipped together, and at parting for the 
night Lord Auriol told Emily that he 
fhould have the honour of feeing' her 
the ne?ct day at Lady Dayrell's. This 

declaration 
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declaration fiie was forry to hear^ ai (he 
had conceived an averfion to this young 
man^ which had taken ftrong root in her 
mii^d. He had endangered the life of 
^n. Moncrief, . which was of itfelf a 
fufficient caufe. for her hatred ;N.be(ides, 
be had treated herfelf.with indifference^ 
bordering on rudenefs, when be thought 
lier only that gentleman*^ daughter.; 
ihe loved and refpecled his mother, 
and fhe was grateful to Lord Dundee 
for the care he had taken of her con- 
cerns ; but fhe by no means thought 
that either refpeft or gratitude demanded 
the facrifice of her future peace, which 
would beendangered by an union between 
herfelf and Lord Auriol. However, 
as any ecl^irciffement was at prefentfar 
diftant, fhe determined to enjoy the 
prefent, and to leave the future to Time, 
that grand developer. of events. She 
fat fome time in her dreffing room after 
the fervant had left her, ruminating on 
the fplendid fcene fhe had that evening 

E 5 for 
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ioi tbfe firft time witncffed. Sh^ Wifhed 
ikkza her beloved Sarah, the After of^ 
her heart, had (hared the pleafdre v^ith 
her J but ftie detenhine^ to have herirf 
London before the winter 'was 'ov^r> 
and, ifpoflible, ftie hoped to allure her 
adopted father alfo to vifit the metropo-* 
Ks. She determined to write them an 
jtdcottnt of alt (he had feen fince (he left 
Park Place, in order to relieve their 
Iblitude. The thoughts of Park Place 
brought Mr. Afton and his daughter to 
her mind, and they • naturally intro- 
duced Auguftu's Delme : (lie Wondered 
what they wisre doing, and longed to 
hear what reception they had niet from 
his uncld. She wi(hed to know if they 
came to town for the winter, and deter- 
mined to inquire of Lady Auriol the 
next' morning if (he might hope to fee 
Mifs Aftoh of their parties ; if hot,, 
flie would prevail on Lady Aiiriol to 
requeft her to fpend a few weeks with 
them. With this determination, and a 

mind 
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iiAnd ait peace with every ohe^ (he rcdred 
fo reft; 

-Scarcely were the breakfaft things 
femoved the next i^norning before 
Ii^dy Day reH was' atinounced : - ihe 
bounced Tnto the room, aftbaHy in her 
Roh dt' Chambre, faying, chat Emiiy 
.niuft breakfaft in Portman Square. :She 
had prepared the moft elegacit; D^uii^ 
poflible, in order to- introduce her tp 
aUthe daihing fellows in :town. 'Mdid 
not,*' faid ftiCi " fend your Ladyfliip and 
Lord Dundee a card, becaufe it h quite 
ichildiOi party/* LadJ^ AAiriol fmiied> 
ih 'whifch* Aere was tnooh. meting. 
She refilled^ that it would' have been 
ihipoflible for her: to leave home^ had 
fhe done her the honour. 
• Lady Die and Emily both ftepped 
into^ the carriage, and were in Portmai) 
Squai'd inftanttyy as Emily thought, ^foif 
the Horfes went with the greateft . rap^ 
dity, infomuch, that Emily e^pre(re4 
her fears of an accident. •*Oh!'*. fiiicj 

E6 Lady 
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Lady>I>ayreH, ^you h^ve been ufdd to 
creep a fnail's pace with Lady Auriol ; 
bull always daih along. When the 
people are frightened for fear of being 
run over, tbey^naturaUy afk who fe car- 
riage has alarmed them? Thus 1 get 
eclat and pleafe myfelf at the fame time* 
You muft in London, my love, do fomc* 
thing to be wondered at, and then the 
people deify ydu^ direftly.'* - All thji 
do8rine was neV .to Emily; but flie 
admired Lady Dayrell, and knew that 
jhe was quite fafhionable, and that Die 
muft of courfe know every thiiig^j $h? 
was innocerioc itfelf, and did; not yet 
know 4hat to be quilc . jfa/^ionable was 
not always to be within the rules of 
propriety and decorum, or- that the 

•notaries of fafliion fct all order at defi- 
ance when it militates againft their moft 
trifling wifhes.. ' Her yodng heart wa^ 
in a conftant flutter of novelty. Each 
fcene that prefentcd itfglffurpafled the 

other. 
. — On 
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On entierlng the houfe, £fi)ily found 
her ears aflailed by the mod charming 
niufTC. She was met on ike ftaira by 
Sir John Dayrell, *f ho 'took her hand^ 
and^ after having welcomed her to tbwn^ 
led her into a fuite of roorhs filled with 
the y^ng and gay of both fexes, all 
drefled in moil elegant morning dreOes. 
Emily now bluftied at her plain drefs^: 
flie had intended to drefs again before 
Lady^ Day rell called;, but this Lady 
would not wait» faying, fhe was fo 
lovely, that, in pity to the hearts of her 
friends who were waiting, ihe could not 
add one additional charm. 

When Emily had an opportunity of 
looking aroiind her, fhe was furprifed 
to find, though winter was fo far advanc- 
ed,- that fhe was now furround^ed by the 
flowers of fpring in/ull bloom,! for her 
Ladyfhip's rooms were a perfeft green- 
houfe. It all appeared to her young 
iitiagination an enchanting fcene. The 

-■*.'-. moft 



, iif]f6ft choice fruits too w^re bete in giteat 
profufion. 

She was^fdcm accofted by Mifs Wii-i 
fon, Ludy ' Ddy rtl^'s • fitter. Sh* was 
dreffed in io outre a manner^ that Emily 
bicilfaed for iier, fcT»4n itruth, (he- wa^ 
fcarcely dreifed at all: (he obferved 
fome of the men laughing at her, though 
the momient before (he had heand theok 
declare that She looked divinely. ; • ! 

Emtly was fornstally^inti-oduced to all 
the compaby^ but ihe could not recol- 
ieft bal£ their names, they followed 
eacb other with fiich rapid fucceflion. 
With fome few! who were near her Ihc 
entered intp converfataoo : there were 
many of the company that fhe could not 
underllandy and yet they fpoke Engtifli 
fhe thought, but; their words were Jo 
abridged, thit, ndt'.being iifed to- thtt 
fafhionabl^. dialed^ (he felt herfclf .exi> 
tremely a<ikward when fhe couLd not 
anfwer many fine things addreffed to 
hcfr- Sir Charles Arabin walked up to 

her, 
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htt, andTakJ, ** Tonmy honbr^ Dayrell, 
Aife is >lonc, the Arabian bird.-^Shen*t 
I baVe the pleafurfe of an inHrdduflion 
t6i ihiV'Chtrmer;" This was laid witH 
fetch tin indolent draWl-'that yo'tt woald 
hWt ihboght the ' f^eaker had made the 
titaioft' effort poffible to deliver the 
uniritelligible feritences. Sir John,' 
hdwcver, relieved Ertily, ^hb utider- 
ftood not one word he' faid, Ixy " telling 
her that Arabiri was a good fellow, and 
proud of the honour of her acquain- 
tance, t 
■'' At WlTgfh (he wais relieved by a young 
lady^ ^ho took pity 'on tHe 'confufiorl 
of Emily, and feated h'erfelf next to her. 
♦• I am not furprifed, Mifs Dundornei 
kl the embarraffment you are under, 
fbr really 1 jFelt jiift' the fame laft winter, 
bii being introduced amongll thefe in- 
cdntiderate creatures. I atti now ufed 
tO'them, as you will be in afhort time"; 
4nd then . you will laugh with me at 
their ablurdity.*' Emily thanked "h^f 
"• ' for 
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for her kindneGsy. and faid^ that fhcr 
hoped they (hpuld often meet. " Ohl 
that wei fliall/^ faid .0ie, *? for I go 
every where, . becatife my modier can- 
not ftay at: home. I'll give you the 
x:hara£ier5 of fome of our: prefent coi9* 
pany, if you like," faid (he, " though 
they are moft of them fo much alike» 
that the portrait of one might ferve for 
that of the groujpe.*' Emily was de** 
lighted with Mifs £rrington^ as (he was 
the only female as yet that fhe had 
ibund to talk rationally* 

" Do you obferve that ikeleton of a 
man yonder, who could hide himfelf 
in his own pantaloons, flghing to that 
old woman, who can hardly fee him 
flie is fo blind?" Emily replied that 
Ihe did. " Well, then, to begin with 
thefe: — He is the Earl of Oldcaftle: 
his Lordfliip's pedigree would cover all 
the land he is at prefent poQefl'ed of, 
being a fmall parterre at the back of 
hishoufe in Harlcy Street, which I hear 

IS 
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i& alfo mortgaged. The old lady Guing 
with much complacency, liRening to 
vows intended when made to be bro- 
ken, is. the widow pf a rich Nabob, 
who, fighing for a Coronet to her car- 
. Viage, . contrails with his ^ordHiip to 
give her wealth in return : and it is i'aid, 
the wedding clothes are aftually making. 
I jhould not believe this, only that I 
find our coach-maker is building a new 
chariot for his Lord{hip*s miArefs, and 
as I know his prefent finances could not 
admit of this. He is fo deep in the 
ti^defmaii's t^ooks already, that he re- 
fufed to build him. a curricle only a few 
months ago.*' 

Emily fat in filent aftoniflxmcnt to End 
that any nobleman was fo thoughtlefs 
as to diliipate his patrimony^ and then 

• * ■ ■ ■ 

have recourfe to the meannefs of marry- 
ing a low woman, old enough to be his 
mother, for the means of carrying on 
an intrigue with another. She began to 
think that tru:h and honour were not 

always 
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always to be found attached to higb 
birth. The prefent was the third in- 
ftance to the contrary, and (he gave an 
involuntary figh at the dreary profl^eQ* 

Lady Dayrell tame upi and faid^ 
** Come now, do tell me what Mils 
Errington has been faying to you? Shc^ 
fatirizes every one/* 
• « \Vhy/' replied fhe, " I was em- 
ployed in giving Mifs Dundornc a little 
itifight into the chara6lers that ybu haVe 
introduced her ib, which is very nece& 
fary/* 

«« She paint* with' Fndiart ink/* faiil 
Lady Die; •* atid To, my love, you 
(hall not view her portrait. You {hall 
^ catch the maimers living as th^y rife/* 
faid flie: ** fo come along' with me, fof 
herd is ifny rttother dying to be intrc^: 
duced/* ' .■■•••'•• 

Emify now prepared to fee Mrsi 
\(rilfon, and walked with a becoming 
timidity towards her. 

Lady Dayrell walked up to a ladyi 

whofe 
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whofe gay drefs and rouge befpoke 
her to be about three or four and twenty^ 
and putting their hands in each other, 
fatid, " there, now you are acquainted — 
this IS my mother, Mifs Dundorne/'— 
Mrs. Wilfon ihook her heartily by the 
hand» faying^ her daughter* had pre* 
pfared her for feeing a divinity; but that 
{he by far outftripped all her eulogiums/ 
She then loaded her with molt fulfonie^ 
compliments, which had to a delicate' 
lilind, likje Emrly's, a contrary efied 
to^th^t intended. 

Mrs. Wilfon was one of thofe women* 
who make the mod of a fmaH iticome^^ 
byadniiniftering to the follies of thofe' 
around her. She had been fortunate 
enough to get one daughter difpofed of, 
and ibe was iiGng her heft endeavours* 
towards the fame fuccefs with the fe-I 
cbnd. 

When Lady Dayrell left town, tt^ 
was fmagihed that Mifs Wilfon had or* 
would, in -the courfe of a feW wecks^ 
•- * refidence 
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refidence in the country, make fonac 
impreflionon the heart of Sir Sampfon 
Gillian: but the appearance of Emily 
at Milton Caftle had dcllroyed thcfe 
hopes. Sir Sampfon^ iince he had beeir 
informed that flie waa an hcirefsi deter- 
mined to enter the lids as a lover as 
foon as he (lipuld be well enough to 
remove to town. What were his views 
on the Curate's daughter^ in which 
cbaraSer fhe Brft met his eye^ may 
be conceived by his condu£l to the 
unfortunate Harriet Delme. How- 
everi this affair was forgot with the 
duel, on Sir Sampfon's recovery. He 
was a man of large fortune, and as no 
, perfon of ion had fuffered injury by 
his gallantry, all of that defcription 
received him as if nothing had hap- 
pened. 

Surely ladies do not rightly conGdcr 
the fatire they themfelves pafs on their 
own fex when they receive and coun* 
tenancc theix fcducers; certain it \s$ 

that 
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that they arc not fufficiently fevere in 
their reprobation of a condu£l that tends 
dircftly to the * dellruAion of all mora- 
lity, Banifh but a few of thefe men 
from fociety, inftead of laughing at 
tfaemi and the reformation would be 
effe3ed. At prefent a man is hardly 
noticed until his -name has pafled 
through the newfpapers as having been 
guilty of a£lions that are a difgrace 
to the name of a gentleman, if women 
were but jealous of the honour of their 
own fex, the men would refpedt 
and proteft them, inftead of purfuing 
them to deftruftion. 

Mrs, Wilfon was too much a woman 
of the world to Teem offended at Sir 
Sampfon's change of opinion : but as 
he was loft as a lover to her daughter, 
(he was determined it fhould be known 
that he had conceived a partiality (or 
Mifs Dundorne, who, as ftie was both 
beautiful and an heirefs, might be in the 
way of Mifs Wilfon : She thought, that 

by 
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by declaring how much Sir Satnprpii 
was enamoured, it might be underftoo^ 
that he was a favoured lover^ ^ml hy 
this fhie might difcouragethe pretenfioos 
o( fome of the butterfly-tribe who were 
buzzing around her. She, . therefore, 
aiked Emily in an exalted voice, bow 
(he could be fo crue) to leave a dying 
fwain in the country ? *' But/* faid ihe, 
<' I find Sir Sampfon cannot exift with- 
out you> and is aflually coming in a 
litter io town." 

Emily blufhed' exceflively at this in- 
finuation, and declared that Mrs. WiU 
fon muft be miftakcn as to her afler- 
tion, for that (he had only feen Sir 
Sampfon once at Lady Dayrell's. 

" Come, conie/' faid Mrs. Wilfpn, 
" I don't afli for explanations here ; but 
I know a great deal.'* 

Some young men around them now 
declared Sir Sampfon a happy man, 
and congratulated Emily on having fo 
£ne a fellow in her train* 

Mifs 
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. : Mif^ Wilfon, who flood hy^ looked 
V^iy filly and tofled up her head a little 
Coomfully at £mily» as (he confidered 
ber as her rival : for though {be did not 
^are a pin for Sir Sampfoi;^ flie had an 
attachment to his xenurolL. 
. It .w^ agreed, that they (hould forjn 

tbemfelves into fets. in order to con^ 

. ' • ■ • . •• 

elude this breakfaft with a dance. 
. At four the company f<^ar^ted iij 
order to direfs for dinner. 
. The Dayrell Eamily would! not par^ 
yith Emily to drefs. A footniarx was 
difpatched to Lady Auriol's for clpthe^^ 
as Mrs. Wilfo;i gave a Foute tbcit c;v^n-^ 
iag^ apd the ladies were of courfe of the 
party. Lady Die inli(lp.d that h«r valet 
(hould drefs. Emily's hair, which he did 
in the higheft ftyle of fafliion: and 
ihe was berXdf delighted with |^er. own 
iippearance pn lopkipg i^ tb^ gUf^- 
. At dinner they wpre jpii^ed . by Lpr4 
Auriol, who complimented Enjiily on 
her looks, which fhe afTured him were 

all 
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all borrowed of Lady Dayreirs valet. 
This he would riot allow. His Lordfliip 
was particularly attentive to Mifs Wil- 
fon, which (he received with much de- 
light, and he foori became a great fa- 
vourite. Mrs. Wilfon infided on his 
attending the route iYi thd evening. 
She faid, that had fhe had the honour 
of being known to his Lordfliip, he 
would tnoft certainly have received a 
card. She would not b^ refufed, and 
his Lordfliip confented to go and' make 
his apologies to his firfl engagement, and 
return afterwards* to Welbeck Street, 
the place of Mrs. Wilfon's reGdence. 
** It was fuch a little horrid hole,** 
Mifs Wilfon faid, " that flie was quite 
afliamed to prefenther mother's card.** 

Lady Dayrell might indeed be faid 
to be the mafter of the houfe : for Sir 
John was thrown quite in the back- 
ground, and, to do her juftice, flie'did 
the honours in a mafterly ftyle. 

They 
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They were rather a family party, as 
only . Emily and his Lordfhip were 
viGtors, fo that they broke up early in 
order to repair to Mrs, Wilfoii's. 

Emily was quite tired of vifiting, and 
would have gladly returned to Lady 
Auriol's, had (he been permitted. Her 
head ached with the buftle that had 
been occafioned by the breakfaft, 
though fhe did not dance, which (he 
had much ado to decline : but this (he 
was determined to do, as fhe needed the 
polifh of a London dancing-mafter be- 
fore (he exhibited in public. She was 
to be configned to the care of Mr, Wills, 
Lady Auriol told her, as foon as (he ar- 
rived, who was appointed to attend her 
the next morning. 

Sarah and Emily had taken a few lef- 
foiflsin the country occafionally of a per- 
fon who came to Eafham to rnftruQ; 
the daughters of a neighbouring family; 
but he knew nothing of Scotch reels or 
the different fafhionable fteps now in 

Vol. II. F ufe. 



pS EMILY DUNDORNE. 

ufe. Emily found by the fpecimen 
(he had had in the morning that Ihe 
was totally a novice. This determined 
her to ferioufly apply to the diflPcrent 
accomplifhments, of which by the ca- 
prices of a parent fhe had before been 
deprived. 

At Mrs. Wilfon's houfe there was a 
fucceflion of the fame faces in different 
dreffes; only with this difference, that 
the young ladies who were alone in the 
morning, were many of them attended 
by their mothers in the evening. 

Emily applied to Mifs Errington, 
who placed herfelf at her elbow, to 
know if it was not cuftomary for mar- 
ried ladies to appear at entertainments 
in a morning. " Oh ! yes,'* replied 
Mifs Errington, '* they are always given 
by married ladies ; but at a certain time 
of life day-light is a great difcoverer 
of the truth, which, under cover of the 
night, and a little of Warren's afliftance, 
is better got over/' Emily now in- 
quired 
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quired who Warren was that the ladieiK 
were To much indebted to ; and found 
he^was a celebrated perfumer. 

Mrs. Hornby and Mrs. Harrifon at 
length made their appearance, and 
Emily was overjoyed to find that at 
length Ihe had been fo happy as to find 
fome one with whom (he was acquainted. 
Thefe ladies congratulated Emily on 
her acceffion to her family name and 
eftate. They now inquired wborc 
Lady Auriol Was, and were fiirprifed vto 
find that (he had trufted Emily alone in 
this afl'emb)y. Mrs. Hornby, however, 
determined to attach her to hcrfetf 
cfuring the remainder of the evening. 
This fhe found was moft agreeable to 
Emily herfelf, who very often .found her,- 
felf aukward when left alone: for no one 
had confideration fulficient to think, that 
though they were all acquainted, fee 
was not known to any one, except the 
Dayrell family, until Mrs. Hornby made 
her appearance. Lord Auriol was de- 

F 2 lighted 
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lighted to find his friend Harrifon of the 
party, who on his part congratulated 
him on the profpeft of his being the 
intended hufband of the heirefs. 

*' I don't know, Harrifon,*' faid his 
Lordfliip, *' how this may be hereafter : 
but I don't find tnyfelf inclined- at 
prefcnt towards any thing but her 
fortune." 

The Colonel was furprifed to hear 
fo young a man could be indifferent to 
fo much beauty. 

Lord Auriol, though young, and juft 
entered upon the town, to ufe the fa- 
ihionable phrafe, had found out, as he 
told the Colonel, that beauty was to be 
purchafed, and that, therefore, he did 
not wifh to monopolize. 

Emily was greatly pleafed to fee fo 
much gaiety around her, and promifed 
herfelf much future happinefs when fhe 
fhould become intimate with thofe who 
now feemed to court with avidity her 

acquaintance. 

A tall 
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A tall ftatcly lady now came, and 
feated herfelf by the fide of Emily, fay- 
ing, that (he had not before known that 
Mifs Dundorne was in the room, or cer-^ 
tainly fhe (hould never have been fo 
remifs as not to pay her compliments 
before. She faid that (he was related to 
her father's family, and (he muft fay, 
it had been as proper in Lady Dun-» 
dome to have entrufted the charge of 
her infant daughter to her as to Lady 
Auriol, who had kept her concealed un- 
til her booby of a fon was old enough to 
claim a ratification of a contrad;, faid to 
have been made betwixt Lady Dundorne 
and Lady AurioK ** Some people have 
their doubts about this, my Jear Mifs," 
(aid Mrs« Leland, for this (he told Emily 
was her name. Mrs. Hornby was.en^ 
gaged in chatting to fome young ladies, 
and had not attended to Emily, who now 
found herfelf greatly embarra(red what 
to anfwer to this abrupt attack. 

F 3 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Leland did not attend to the ex- 
treme agitation of Emily, but wentOD 
afking her at what convent (he had been 
educated f 

To this cpjeftion Emjly replied, "At 
no cx>nvenu^' She bad never, (he faid, 
been out of England. 

•• Never out of England !" faid (he, 
**that is ftrange, indeed; yaflly ftramge.** 

Lady Dayrell came up, and Mrs. Le«- 
land walked away. " Ob ! \\rhat can that 
old bore have been faying to you?'* faid 
her Lady(hip. " Is not (he an oddity ? 
every body bates her : yet fomehow (he 
is every where. I am fure (h^ has got a 
hufband in her eye for you; for (he 
never fees a new face but (he is in-i* 
ftantly calling about to couple her or 
him. George Leland, her fon, has of'* 
fered himfelf to half the town, but no* 
body will be troubled with him. 

Emily faid, that (he undeHtood that 
this lady's family and her own were re« 

lated ; 
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lated; but (he ihould inquire of Lord 
Dundee^ who would of courfe carry bcr 
to pay her refpe^s to Mrs. Leland^ if 
they were. 

Mils Dundorne thought that this mufl 
be a moft focial circle, as every one 
was anxious to engage her in fome party ; 
and fhe found it moft difficult to keep 
herfelf difengaged. This flie could not 
have done, had not Mrs. Hornby fome- 
times interfered. 

At .length the p^ty broke up, and 
Mrs. Hornby promifed to fee Lady 
Auriol the next day. Emily was fet 
down at home by this lady. Lord 
Auriol had taken the carriage, which he 
was to fend back for Emily, pleading an 
engagement to fup at another place. 

At home, fhe found Lady Auriol had 
retired at her ufual hour, and looking 
at her watch, was furprifed to fee that it 
was paft two o'clock. 

Overpowered with fatigue, flie re- 
tired to reft, not without cafting a 

F 4 thought 
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thought on the Parfonage at Eafham, 
and contrafling its quiet tranquil fcene 
ivith that which fhe had that day for the 
firft time witnefled. She determined to 
write thither the next morning to in* 
quire after Mr. Moncrief and Sarah, 
and to give them a defcripiion of high 
life. 



CHAPTER 



£MILY DUNDOieNE. IO5 



CHAPTER XVI. 



1 HUS, vifiiing and being vifited, roll- 
ed on the hours of Emily in London, 
whiltt her friends in the country were 
anxious for her welfare, and found a 
letter from her a welcome cordial to 
their fpirits. 

Mifs Moncrief did not regret the 
gaieties of which, (he was deprived 
by her attendance on her father. She 
was more than overpaid by feeing his 
health gradually return. The Parfonage 
was in great forwaidnefs: Lady Auriol 
having employed workmen, as before 

F 5 mentioned, . 
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mentioned, to rebuild the houfe at her 
own expence; and as fome compenfation 
for the iH-conduft of her fon, had given 
direftions that a better houfe (hould 
be reared than that which had been de- 
ftroyed ; and further, that it fhould alio 
be entirely new furniflied. The fuperin- 
tending the workmen occupied the lei- 
fure of Mr. Moncrief, 'who now wiihed 
only for the participation of his beloved 
Emily to make his happinefs complete. 
Sarah too often miffed the lively fallies 
of her fitter. " Do you think, Sir," (he 
would fometimes fay, " that Emily 
%vould like to return to the Parfanage, 
juft to take a look at old fcenes and old 
friend?, now that (lie is immerfed in the 
gay fcenes of London?** 

** I hope (he would,** faid Mr. Mon- 
crief; " and I truft that I am not wrong 
when I fay, that I believe nothing would 
give her heart more pleafure than to 
meet the direftor of her youth and the 
fitter of her affeflions.'* 

The 
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The poft-man brought them juft at 
this moment a letter from Mifs Dun- 
dorne; fraught with the tendered fenti- 
ments. She gave them a lively pi£lure 
of the manner of life ihe now led, which 
Ihe owned was vaftly plea (ing to her: 
though, fhe faid, flie found Lady Auriol 
difapproved of the late hours (he was 
obliged fometimes to keep, and had ex- 
puffed berfelf rather harfhly to her, 
which was what fhe had not been ufed 
to experience from her dear father. 
She faid, that Lord Dundee had fpoken 
to her lately in a moft ambiguous ftyle, 
which (he was at a lofs to underftand. 
He had hinted as if her fortune entirely 
depended upon him, and that if (he 
married without his confent it might be 
in his power to fet her afide entirely. 
Now (he wifhed to be informed if this 
was really fo ; as, in that cafe, (he would 
rather compromife with his Lordfihip, 
and be at liberty, than yield her hand at 
his command. 

F 6 « I am 
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*^ I am furprifed at this,'* faid . Mr. 
Moncrief: "I will fee right done to the 
child of my afFeftions, though it pull 
down ruin on me. She is the undoubted 
heirefs to Lord Dundorne, and.iball 
not be deprived of the eftates of her 
anceftors." 

The fame poft brought another letr 
ter, which had been laid afide to exa- 
mine the welconle packet. 

Sarah now (kid, ** You- have forgot 
this letter on the table, father.** The 
Doftor now began examining the feal, 
with the arms of which he was quite 
unacquainted. He next examined the 
hand-writing, ftill he could not guefs 
from whence it came. The feal was 
a black one. He opened it, 'and read 
as follows; 
'^Sir, 

" When I addrefs Mr. Moncrief, I 
place my reliance on his generally known 
charafter for an excufe of the liberty 
taken by a perfefl ftranger. 1 have 

delayed 
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delaiyed writing fome time, in hopes that 
I might find a common friend to both, 
who could give me an introduQion; 
but as no fuch perfon has come into 
my recoUeSion, I am compelled to 
wave ceremony; and, as my intentions 
are juft and honourable, to lay them 
with confidence before you- 

*' Perhaps, Sir, in converfation with 
your amiable daughters, who I under- 
Hand are now with you, you may have 
heard the name and ftory of Auguftus 
Delme.. I judge this poffible when I 
Gonfider the benevolence of their dif- 
pofition, which they inherit from the 
precepts of the heft of parents. It is 
needlefs for me to fay that I have felt 
the force of thofe charms which all 
muft own. Mifs Emily Moncrief pof- 
feffes a mind that renders beauty almoft 
unneceffary, but with this addition, (he 
is wholly irrefiftible. 
. ** It is to you, Sir, I apply for leave 
to fglicit the honour of addreffing your 

youngeft 
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youngeft daughter, to whom already I 
confider myfelf as under uncommon 
obligations. 

** For my profpefts in life I refer you. 
Sir, to Mr. Afton of Troy Farm, who 
is a known and approved friend of 
Lady Auriol's ; — I will only now fay, 
that they are fuch as will enable me to 
fupport a family, though not in all the 
luxuries, yet iu a ftyle of elegant com- 
fort, which is, in my eftimation, fupe- 
rior, 

*• I have lately had the misfortune 
to lofe my yncle, who before his deceafe 
highly approved my intention of apply* 
ing to you. Sir; and had his illnefs not 
taken place foon afrer my return hither, 
he would have perfonally made the 
application which I now do by letter., 

** I fhall, with your permiffion and 
the young lady's, endeavour to pay 
my refpefts at Eafham, with Mr; and 
Mifs Afton, in about a fortnight from 
the date of this. My ambition is to 

gain 
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gain the affe6lions of your lovely daugh* 
ter; all pecuniary motives are at a dif- 
tance — a fufficiency makes thefe con- 
fiderations totally unneceflary. I am. 
Sir, with bell wiflies for the fpeedy 
reftoration of your healthy 

" Your obedient fervant, 

" Augustus Delme/* 

On reading this difintereiled letter, 
Mr. Moncrief iaidit down with a figh. 

"Why," replied he, "here is the 
faireft profpeft of happinefs for my 
Emily prevented by fortune. Some- 
times the want of money is a bar to hap- 
pinefs: now the acquifition of it is fo. 
I think my girl was partial to this young 
man, fhe ufed to fpeak fo highly of 
him. What do you think, Sarah, for 
you muft be a better judge than mej 
as you were a confidante ?*' 

Sarah took the letter, which her 
father held out for her perufal, and after 
having read it, faid, " Indeed I cannot 
but fay I think Emily did entertain s^ 

partiality 
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partiality for Mr. Delme. But perhaps 
it was bis fituation that might excite 
her compaffion. She has never men- 
tioned his name in any of her lettenr 
to me, fo perhaps fhe has forgot him.'* 

*• That/' faid Mr. Moncrief, " i»: 
not a juft conclufion. However, it is 
certain that they can never now be 
united, fo the fooner the young man 
is put out of fufpence the better. I 
will write inftantly and relate the alter- 
ation of Emily's circumftances, which 
puts it out of my power to difpofe of 
her hand. At the fame time I advife 
that you do not apprife Emily of this 
difinterefted young man's intentions.'* — 
Sarah promifed to obey her father, and 
putting on her hat, faid, fhe would 
walk to the Parfonage garden whilft her 
father wrote his intended letter. 

Mr. Moncrief, as foon as his daugh- 
ter was gone, could not help ruminat- 
ing on the folly of weak mortals, who 
endeavour to forefec and controvert 

the 
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the defigns of an AlUwife Providence, 
who is alw^ays watchful for our good. 
Had Lady Dundorne allowed her 
daughter to have been brought up and 
educated in that fphere in which fhq 
was born, the prefent occurrence might 
never have happened. She would have . 
looked forward widi fati$fa6llon towards 
thofe profpe£ls which it was the wifh of 
her friends that (he fliould attain. Now, 
were {he. once acquainted with the 
aifedion of Delme, (he might be ren-i 
dered miferable for life. 

Mr, Moncrief determined to keep this 
a profound fecret, asfhe could not, when 
the two charafters were contrafted, but 
prefer the difinterelled Auguftus Delme 
to the profligate Lord Auriol, for 
>vhofe wife he well knew that (he was 
both by Lady Auriol and Lord Dundee 
ntended. 

_ The good Doflor was at a lofs to find 
out whatflie hinted at in her letter, when 
(he faid that Lord;Dundee had infinuated 

that 
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that her eftate was at bis difpofal. He 
knew that this inuft be meant to compel 
her to accede to fome fcben\e of theirs : 
he, however, determined to fee right 
done to her, if wrong was meant. 

He than fat down 10 write to Deltne. 
He explained the true fituation of 
Emily, and, at the fame time, aifured 
him that had (he been a daughter of hii 
own, and in pofleffion of a crown, he 
would gladly have confented that &e 
fhould Have ihared it with him, had fbo 
herfelf chofen. ^' But," faid Mr. Mon* 
crief, 'f fituated as I am. Sir, I muft beg 
to decline any interference in the dif- 
pofal of Mifs Dundorne, who I have 
always underftood was deflgned by her 
parents to be united to Lord AurioL 
However, before an union takes place^^ 
I (hall pray that this young nobleman 
may render himfelf more deferving of 
Mifs Dundorne, of whofe excellent dif- 
pofition I am mod fenlible, and wha 
would be rendered miferahle, were flie 

united 
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onited to Lord Auriol, whilft fo abfo- 
Ittteljr under the dominion of bis paf- 
fions^ which, I am truly forry to fay, 
often lead him to the very brink of vice, 
from which it may not always be poffible 
to retreat. 

** However, I hope that time will 
convince Lord Auriol of the impro- 
priety of his prefent purfuits, or that 
my Emily may never unite her fate with 
bis/* Mr. Moncrief finifhed his letter 
with aflurances of the moft perfe£k 
efteem, and with wiihing* that Mr. 
Delme might meet with a female as 
deferving as her whofe hand he now 
folicited. 

After having difpatched this letter, 
he followed his daughter to the Parfo- 
nage, which was now almoft completely 
repaired. The good old man fecretly 
wiflied for the fociety of Emily, though 
he did not fay fo, fearing that Sarah 
might be hurt by finding that her father 
felt a void that fhe could not fuppiy. 

Thev 



|l6 EMILY DUNDORNE. 

They frequently talked over the gay 
profpefts of Emily, for Sarah by no 
ineans envied her the fplendid lot ihe 
enjoyed, except when Ihe refleded 
how great an opportunity (he had of 
being ufefu! to her fellow-creatures, of 
which die herfelf was deflitute. On 
their return home they both wrote to 
Emily, gave her aflurances of their con- 
tinued af['e£lion, and that they expeflcd 
her to come down and fee the new houfe 
when finiflied. Sarah delired to hear 
from her fifter often, and, as fhe was far 
from the Beau Monde, to be informed 
of what was going on in ibe circles of 
fafhion. Rachel, too, faid, that,, if ii 
would not be improper, fhe fho'uld be 
proud of Mifs Sarah's remembering her 
to the dear child, who flie thought, for. 
all the grandeur in the world, would not 
forget how happy fiie had been at £a** 
{ham. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



Augustus Oelme left Troy Farm 
with Mr* Afton and his amiable daugh- 
ter, and proceeded direftly to Kirby 
Manor, the feat of his uncle. They 
met with a reception highly gratifying 
to the feelings of Auguftus. His uncle 
took him by the hand, and faid, he 
now gloried in the relationfliip, as he 
had now wiped off the ftain on their 
family, by chaftifing the wretch who 
had dared to offer them an infu(t. He 
received Mr. Afton and his daughter 
moft cordially, making his acknow- 
ledgments for their proteclion of his 

nephew. 
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nephew, and adding, " Now, I truft* 
he will never again ftand in need of a 
friend.*' 

Dehne, though happy in the refto- 
ration of his uncle's favour, yet found 
there was fomething ftill wanting to ren- 
der his joy complete. The lovely 
Emily was ever before him, and the 
fear that her heart might foon be en- 
gaged by another, determined him to 
declare to his uncle how neceflary ihe 
was' become to his happinefs. 

Auguftus took the earlieft opportu- 
nity of informing Mr. Delme of the 
interell that Mifs Moncrief had taken 
in his fallen ftate, and that fhe had 
made an impreffion that could never be 
defaced. 

'* Nor fhall it,*' replied the old gen- 
tleman, '* if I find that the girl is fuch 
as you reprefent her to be.'* 

His nephew referred him to Mr. 
Alton, who confirmed ihe good opi- 
nion he already entertained of Emily. 

It 
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It was then determmed that when Mr. 
Afton (hould return to the Farm, Au- 
guftas and his unde (hould accompany 
him fo far on his way to Eafhamiv where 
the elder Delme intended going to pay 
a vifit to Do3or Moncrief. Auguftus 
was truly happy in having gained the 
approbation ^of his uncle; but much 
as .he wiihed to begin the journey ^o 
Eafliam, yet^ as it was to commence 
with the depatrture of Mr. Afioo and 
his daughter from thence, he could by 
no means think of appearing to wifh 
to haften the time of feuing out. All 
Ihe dues of holpitality had been volun- 
tarily paid to their guefls, and they 
were preparing for the loxig-wifhed 
vifit when the elder Deltne took an 
epidemic fever, which terminated his 
exiftence on the fifth day from that on 
which it commenced, and it was with 
truly fincere grief that Auguftus found 
himfelf the only reprefentative of an 
ancient and refpe(^able family. Mr. 

Delme, 



120 EMILY DUNDORNE. 

Delme, at the time of his death, had 
rendered himfelf doubly dear to his 
nephew by his ready accordance with 
his wifhes: and he would have been 
mod happy, had his uncle lived to fee 
his felicity complete in the pofleffion 
of his Emily : for though he had heard 
it declared that her father had other 
views for her, yet he thought that he 
had difcovered a certain fomething in 
the eyes of Emily herfelf that forbade 
him to entirely banifli hope. 

This ftroke of fate cut off all imme- 
diate application, and involved Auguf- 
tus again in mifery. He prevailed on 
Mr. Afton to prolong his ftay at Kirby 
Manor until he fhould have paid the 
lad duties to the remains of his uncle, 
and have fettled the affairs neceffary 
on fuch occafions. To this Mr. Ailon 
agreed, and after conducing his daugh- 
ter to the feat of a lady not many miles 
diftant, he fet about arranging the affairs 
of Auguftus. This was eafily done, 

as 
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as his uncle was a man of much regu- 
larity. It was found, on examina- 
tion of the will^ that Auguftus was heir 
to every thing of which his uncle died 
poffefled, except a few trifling legacies 
to old and faithful fervants. The eftate^ 
though not large^ was compaft, and in 
excellent, order: the wood upon it, 
^ich had afforded fhade to hisanceftors 
for centuries paft, was reckoned very 
valuable, and was highly prized by his 
deceafed uncle. Auguftus, now in pof- 
feffion of a clear nett rent of from eigh* 
teen hundred to two thoufand per an- 
num, had but one wifli — (but in that one 
centred his all of happinefs) — to fee 
Emily Moncricf, as he then believed 
her to be, miftrefs of the manfion! 

Mr. Afton advifed him» in order to 
quiet the perturbation of his mind, to 
write to Mr. Moncrief; fuppofing that 
whatever might have been his views 
for Emily, the prefent oflFer of Auguftus 
muft be very acceptable, and would 

Vol. II. G moft 
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moft likely, if he was to be influenced 
by interefted motives, , produce the 

defiredeffeft. 

Not a word had come to their ears that 

breathed the fudden change in the fitu- 

ation of Emily, until the poft-man put 

into the hand of Auguftus the letter of 

Mr. Moncrief in anfwer to his propofal. 

He felt a kind of prefentiment as he 
broke the feal, and having done fo, he 
laid the letter down on the table, not 
daring to refolve his future faie. 

Mr. Alton feeing the poft-man come 
into the court, and gueffing that he 
might bring what would cruQi the hopes 
of his young friend, followed him into 
the houfe; and, on entering the parlour, 
found Delme fitting with the letter lying 
before him, the feal broken^ but the 
Ijetter unopened. 

. The fight of Mr. Afton gave him 
fome refolution, or he did not like to 
fliew that be had fo little. He read 
the letter, threw it on the table, and 

hjmfelf 
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himfelf into a chair, faying, ** Now I 
am carelefs what becomes of me :— *lhe 
is for ever loft — Curfed, curfed For- 
tune!** Mr. Afton perufed the letter 
of Doflor Moncrief, and was greatly 
aftonifhed at its contents. He read it 
over mor^ than once^ doubting y^hethcrf 
he had read it rightly at the firft perufaL 

«• And fo," faid Mr. Afton, "this 
is the way that the young fellows of the: 
prefe^nt age give up a girl/ is it?'* This:^ 
exclamation rouCfed Delme from the) 
flupor that, on finding his imftre& raifcd 
fo much above his hopes, .had feiascd him.^ 

*^ Give her up!" faid he. "Will (he 
ever allow me a place in her thoughts? 
Will Ihe not look forward to titles and 
all the paraphernalia of fafhion? How 
can I prefume to make pretenfions to her 
hand ? As Emily Mbncrief would have 
been my pride to have called her >mine: 
but the heirefs of the houfe of Dun« 
dome will never urtUe hcj* fate with 
mine. It is folly to entertain the idea.*' 

G a *• And 
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" And yet," faid Mr. Afton, « I do 
entertain fuch an idea. The mind of 
Emily Moncrief an^that of Emily Dun* 
dome are the fame. Innocence and 
truth beam forth in every feature of 
her intelligent countenance : and though 
I can by no means fay that you have 
any intereft in her heart, yet I am a 
little fufpicious that (he was not quite 
indifferent to you. If I am right, your 
cafe is not quite fo defperate as your 
defpair now leads you to imagine." 

« Oh !" faid Delme, « if I did but think 
as you do, I were the happieft ^eing liv^ 
ing," for flie cannot love Lord Auriol, 
by your defcription of his charafter. 
But what of that, are there not amiable 
and agreeable men beQdes him, that will 
lay fiege to fo much beauty and fortune ?'* 

" Well,*' faid Mr. Aflon, '' why may 
you not enter a volunteer at that fame 
fiege ? You are of a good family, are pof- 
HeiFed of a good character and an inde« 
pendent fortune^ which is more than all 

her 
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her fuitors will have to boaft^ or I am 
xniftaken. However, underftand me 
rightly, I do not advife you (hould wait 
on her guardian, and make direB pro- 
pofalsy though this may be proper here- 
after. Wait until you fee the bent of 
the young lady's difpofition. If (he ac« 
eepts Lord Auriol as a lover^ Ihe is un-» 
liTorthy of you/* 

"1 will fee her if poffible,*' faid 
Delme ; '^ and as you talk of going to 
London for a few months with Mifs 
Afton, I will go thither, and,, if I am to 
be condemned to mifery, I fiiall the 
fooner be out of fufpence." 

The friends fpent the evening in talk« 
ing over future plans, and at parting de« 
lermined to fei out for the metropolis 
in about a fortnight. Mr. Afton pro* 
poted to fhorten his vifK to Kirby Ma- 
nor, and r.eturn with his daughter to 
Troy Farm, where his prefence would 
be neceffary previous to his quitting 
it for a few months ftay in London* v 

. G 3 Though 
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Though Delme was happy in ihe fo- 
<:iety of Mr. Afton, yet he now with 
pleafure faw him depart^ as this was a 
prelude to his again beholding his be* 
loved Emily, whofe fplendid fituation 
was to him a caufe of regret. 
- Mifs Afton, when fhe arrived at home, 
Jbund twp letters lying for her, both 
from Mifs Dundorne. Shfe'w^^ much 
rejoiced at receiving thefe tokens of 
continued regard, as (he entertained a 
fincere efteem for Emily independent 
of her acquired rank. 
• The fentiments exprcfled in the letters 
of Emily to her friend were unaffie&ed, 
arid appeared to come diredly from 
the heart. She expreffed in the moft 
artlefs manner her wifbes to fee her 
friend, whom fhe entreated to prevail 
with her father to fpare her for afcwr 
weeks, in order to render London, which 
fhe now thdught charming, additionally 
delightful. " Befides/'* faid fht, « Mr. 
Afton will not be quite alone, as per- 
haps 
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haps Mr. Delme may be induced, at 
my r^queft, to fu^ply your place. I 
have heard that he was well received by 
his uncle, and, believe me, J am much re- 
joiced.** Emily gave a gay and animated 
dcfcription of the pleafures of the town, 
in order to prevail on Mifs Afton to 
come and join her at Lady Auriol's. 

Elizabeth read Emily's letters to her 
father, who was highly pleafed with the 
ftyle in which they were written, and 
the fentimcnts of friendOitp that they 
breathed. He was pleafed to find that 
he had not been wrong in his conjec- 
tures as to Emily's not being indif- 
ferent to Mr. Delme; for he faw by 
the hint, that he could fupply the place 
of his daughter, that fhe wifhed to hear 
more about him. 

Mifs Afton inftantly anfwcred Emily, 
telling her, that it was her father's de- 
fign to fpend a few months in London, 
as was his cuftom every other year^ 
and that the houfe that they always oc* 

G 4 cupied 
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cupied was preparing for them* Eli- 
zabeth alfo added^ that Mr. Delme, who 
had had the misfortune to lofe his un- 
cle, was to be of their party to town. 
She concluded with cooipliments and 
acknowledgments to Lady Auriol for 
the polite invitation. 

They were foon joined by Delmc^ 
who was truly happy on being ihewn 
that part of Mifs Dundorne*s letter 
"vvherein fiie mentioned his name. He 
was now all impatience until they fhould 
arrive where it might be poffible again 
to behold her who occupied all his 
thoughts. Mr. Afton haftened their de- 
parture as much as he could^ though he 
forefaw much difficulty and difappoint- 
ment in the way of Delme, before he 
could hope^ if ever he did, to attain the 
fummit of his wifhes. 

They arrived in London without any 
material occurrence in four days after 
they left Troy Farm. Delme took up 
his refidcnce in an hotel, until he fhould 

provide *• 
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provide proper lodgings. Mr^ Aftoix 
and his daughter took up their refidence 
in a ftnall but neat houfe in South Aud* 
^ ley Street, from whence, as foon as 
breakiali was over, on the firft morning, 
of her arrival, Elizabeth Afton -dif- 
patched a fervant to Lady Auriol*s in 
Grofvenor Square. 

; Emily Dundorne was overjoyed to 
find that ihe was fo near Mifs Afion^i 
and propofed,.with Lady Auriol's pcr- 
miflion, to return with the fervant;. as 
it was fo fhort a diftance, Lord Auriol, 
who was then prefent, oflFered to attend 
on her ; ^^Iding, that at the fame time 
he ftiould pay a vifit to the old cynic, as 
he termed Mr. Afton. To this her Lady- 
Ihip aifented; faying, that (he would 
have accompanied her, but that Emily 
knew that ihe was expe£ting Mifs A,u- 
riol's return every hour ; and, that as 
Ihe might be accompanied ,by fome of, 

thofe friends whom flie had been vifit- 

■. ■ ■ • » 

ing, her Lady(hip thou^t it moil proper 
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to be at home to receive therii. Lady 
Auriol was a great admirer of all the 
forms of etiquette. A modern fine lady 
would never have thought it neceffary 
to hav^ confined herfelf at home on the 
prefent occafion. 

Emily and his Lordffiip now fet forth 
for South Audley Street. Her fiice 
was full of fmiles, and Ihe fek her 
heart dilate with joy at the profpseft 
of having fo amiable a young lady as 
Mifs Aftbn To near h^r. She was 
in fearneft converfation with Lord 
Auriol, who had juft faid fomething 
that caiited her* to laugh. At this in- ' 
llant a gentleman paffed who took off 
his hat; but as this happened juft as 
they were turning out of the Square, 
they could trot tell who the gentleman 
was', hn turning round, Lord Auriol 
obferved that' the* fervant who came 
from Mr. Afton's knew the gentleman, 
as he had moved his hat. He inquired 
who he was. The man (aid 'Squire 

Del me. 
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Delme. Emily felt an' uhcommon- agi- 
tation, which his Lordftiip obfcrved in 
filence. 

After the firft congratulations were 
over amongft the friends, Lord Auriol 
faid to Mr. Afton, *^Pray have you 
brought up with you a party of fox- 
hunters? for I met a 'Squire Delme, 
who is known to your fervant, and I 
fuppofe is of your party/' 

'*No, no/' faid Mr. Afton, *' my 
^Squire is rather a fortune-hunter (look- 
ing at the fame time towards Emily), 
than a fox-hunter." 

Mifs Dundorne felt herfelf covered 
with bluflies, and heartily wifhed her- 
felf out of the room. 

" A fortune-hunter is he ?" replied 
his Lordftiip. 

V Come, come, my LoYd, but I muft 
fet you right," returned Mr, Afton: 
"the charstQer of my friend Delme is 
much atove the latter" defcription of 
men ; and the former doet not belong 

G6 t6 



102 EMILY DUND.ORN&. 

to him either: he knows how to fill up 
his time without having recourfe to fuch 
purfuits. But I will refer you to Mife 
Dundorne ft^r his hiftory, for flie is his 
grand patron6fs." 

" Indeed V* replied his Lordfhip : ^* he 
muft be a happy fellow." 

" That title as yet, I believe, wants 
confirmation," faid Mr. Afton. 

" Remember, Mifs Dundorne/* Taid 
Lord Auriol, " you are to give me the 
hiftory of your knight." 

Emily aflured him that Mr. Delme had 
no title to that name; and fhe applied 
to Mr. Afton, faying, "You did wrong. 
Sir, in referring his Lord (hip to me for 
Mr. Delme's hiftory : for you know that 
my acquaintance with him was merely 
accidental. You who are acquainted 
with his family can perform this talk 
much better than lean poffibly attempt." 

Lord Auriol ftaid fome tinie, and 
then pleading an engagement, left £mily 
and Elizabeth^ who could gladly dif* 

penfc 



EMILY DUNOORNE* 1)3 

penfe with his company to lalk over 
their ^wn purfuits. Mr. Afton went 
out with his Lordfliip. 

The friends were no fooner alone, 
than Elizabeth gave an exad account 
of their journey to Kirby Manor; nor 
did fhe forget the intereft of her friend 
Auguftus, in whdfe praife fhe was fo 
lavifli^ that Emily could have wiibed flie 
had not thought fo well of him. But, 
in her own mind, (he could not but 
allow it to be natural to fee and admire 
Delme. Had not they inhabited the 
fame houfe together for fome time, and 
were they not both amiable and deferv- 
ing the efteem of each other ? She al- 
lowed this with a figh, 

Emily endeavoured to draw the at« 
tenlion of Mifs Afton to the pleafures 
of the town, which to her young imagi- 
nation prefented thcmfelves in fo many 
thoufand (hapes^ that ihe knew not where 
to fix* 

During 
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During Emily's vifit to Mifs Afton, 
Lady Auriol received one from Lady 
Dayrell) accompanied by Sir Sampfon 
Gillian, whom fhe declared, as fhe be- 
lieved, would have ftepped out bf his 
grave to have feen the lovely Mifs Dun- 
dome. Sir Sampfon now faid^ that he 
had hoped her Lady (hip would permit 
him to pay his refpeds where his regard 
had been fixed ever fince he had had 
the pleafure of feeing Mifs Dundornc at 
Milton Caftle. ** Yes indeed/' gaily, 
added Lady Dayrell, •* the poor fellow 
has had a double (hot to contend with. 
Delme and Emily have both wounded 
him : from which -wound he will the 
fooneft recover I am not able to fay. 
If your Ladyfliip can give him any 
hopes, it will be a moft charitable 
aQion/* 

•* Indeed/' replied Lady Auriol, "I 
am forry to hear that Sir Sampfon 
has felt the force of Mifs Dundorne's 

beauty ; 
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beauty ; but I much fear whether Ihe 

will think herfelf at liberty to pay at- 
t'eiition to his fuit. However, Lord 
Dundee is better informed than I on 
tbrijrfubjea.'* 

' An6f waiting fome time in vain for 
dife r6tum 6f Emily, and hearing that 
fhe^as at Mr. Afton';?, Lady Die deter* 
mined to volunteer a vifit to Mifs Afton, 
rn oi*der that ^ir Sampfon might not ab- 
foluitely die in defpair. She therefore 
got a direftion to Mr. Afton's houfe ' 
from Lady Auriol, and then took her 
leave. 

Lady Auripl was not at all pleafed at 
Sir Sampfon's declaring himfelf an ad- 
mirer of Emily, though fhe know^ if (he 
entertained any partialities, he was by 
no means amongft the number; yet fhe 
was riot pleafed at their following her 
to Mr. Afton's. She, therefore, or- 
dered her carriage, determining to fol- 
jo\y thither, and bring Enfrily home with 

her ; 
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her ; at the fame time that (he detei^ 
for the future not to let her go out 
without either herfelf or her niece (wha 
vas hourly expefiled), attending, her. 
Her fortune was too great to be.negr 
leQed. Lord Auriol had a good eftate; 
but it was very likely with his prefent 
propenfities that ever this might need 
ibme addition. 

On reaching South Audley Street^ 
Lady Auriol had the mortification ta 
find that the bird^ were flown.^ Lstdy 
Dayrell had left her compliments to Mr. 
Afton, and that if ever he expeSed ta 
fee his daughter again, he mud follow 
her to Portman Sqjaare^ whither they 
were gone to dinner. She had dif- 
patched another meffenger to Crofvenor 
Square, telling Lady Auriol that Sit 
Sampfon had run away with her Ward ;^ 
but that Sir John Dayrell {bould- fee 
her home in company with Mifs Afton 
in the evening. 

Her 



ii. 
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Her LadyQiip returned highly diffatis- 
fied. She found Lady Dayrell's note ? 
but ftiU ftie was difpleafed with Emily* 
It was treating her with too little re- 
fpe6i to fly away with every perfon 
who might folicit her company. She at« 
tributed this to a total want of breedings 
and was willing to transfer her blame to 
Lady Dundorne^ who bad been fo weak 
as to deprive her daughter of thofe ad- 
vantages to which her fituation entitled 
hereon account of a ftroUer's filly pre-i 
di£lidn. 

This y^a3 deftined to be a day of un.. 
pleafant events : for fcarcely was Lady 
Auriol feated before a gentleman fent 
in his card. It was Mr, Serjeant Rofe. 
Her Ladyfliip could not xonceive what 
buBnefs a gentleman of the law could 
have with her, and inquired if her bro- 
ther was come in. The fervant an- 
fwered in the negative. Lady Auriol 
defired Mr, Rofe might be {hewn up 
(lairs« 

As 
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As foon as he was feated, he faid, that 
he was requefted to wait on her Lady- 
fhip at the requeft of Mrs. Lfeland, 
whofc fon was next heir to the Dun-- 
dome title and *eftates after Mifs Dun- 
dome J that fome doubts had arifen in 
the mind of Mrs. Leland concerning 
Mifs Dundorne's being a£lually the 
daughter of Lady Dundorne ; and that 
he had waited on Lady Auriol and 
Lord Dundee to beg that they would 
inform him of every circumftance that 
could throw light upon the bufinefs. 

Lady Auriol was extremely furprifed 
at this attack, and begged to be excufed 
from anfwering any queftions until Lord 
Dundee (hould be prefent. That Mifs. 
Dundorne was aQually the right heirefs 
of her father's eftates, could be proved 
incontrovertibly. 

Of this, Mr. Rofe begged her Lady- 
fhip to believe that he had not the fmal- 
left doubt. It was quite a matter of 
bufinefs, not of opinion, or he fliould 

not 
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not have had the honour of waiting on 
her on the prefent occafion. 

Mr. Rofe took his leave, appointing 
the next morning at ten for an inter* 
view with Lord Djundee. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XVIin 



Lord Aurfol came ifi to drefs for 
dinner, and on being informed that 
Emily was gone to Lady DayrdPs, he 
faid^ that he met the whole party at the 
door of Drury-Lane Theatre, taking 
places, and had promifed to meet theno 
there. •* Pray, mother,'* faid he, ^* do* 
you know any body by the name of 
Del me ?'• 

** Yes/' replied fhe, ** what of him ^ 
He is not of the Dayrell party, I fup- 
pofe/* 

^ Nor 
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** No/* faid he; ** but he is of the 
Aft6n party. Pray, who is he ? he is a 
good hjindfome fellow : and Mr. Afton 
faid, that Mifs Dundorne was his pa« 
tronefs." 

*' I wifli Mr. Afton had left him in 
the country," faid Lady Auriol. ** He 
is the young man who fought with Sir 
Sampfon Gillian, who ran away with his 
fifter/' 

" Is he?'* replied his Lordfhip. " Then 
he is a fighting fellow; I (hall keep out 
of his way," 

" You had better keep Eraiiy out of 
his way," returned her Ladyfhip ; '* for, 
if I am not miftaken, flie hdiS 2i penchant 
for him, which may by his prefence be 
the means of fetting you afide as to the 
Pundorne eftate/' 

This information gave him very little 
difturbance; for fo as he was left to 
follow his own inclinations, he was 
not unwilling to allow others to follow 
theirs. 

Lady 
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Lady Auriol informed her brother of 
tlie vifit from Mr. Rofe, and its purport, 
which gave him no difturbance, as he 
knew that Mifs Duodorne's title could 
be made good ; therefore he neither 
courted nor fhrunk from inveftiga- 
tion : yet he thought this inquiry 
might be ufeful to influence Emily to 
adopt their plans. 

She returned moft delighted, attended 
by Lord Auriol after the play, perfcQly 
unconfcious of the many unpleafant oc- 
currences that had clouded both the 
brow and the temper of Lady Auriol. 

She. ran up to her, faying, ** Oh ! 
Madam, I wifh that you had been with 
us this evening." 

" It might have been full as proper, 
if I had, my dear," replied her Ladyfhip. 
** You muft allow me, Mifs Dundorne, 
to direft your vifits, as it is proper to 
obferve a little more decorum than you 
have hitherto been accuftoriSed to." 

Emily 
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Emily fat down extremely forry to . 
find that fhe had a6led To as to occafion 
the difpleafure of her friend. 

Lord Auriol relieved her by relat- 
ing to his mother what had pafled at the 

play. 

Emily now inquired for Mifs Auriol, 
and was informed that fhe would be at 
home by dinner-time the next day. 
She then, after wifhing Lady Auriol 
a good repofe, retired to her own cham- 
ber, where (he began to revolve in 
•her mind what had pafled during her 
vifit. She had not accepted xb^ invi-r 
tation with her own confent, but merely 
to oblige Mifs Afton, who wifhed to 
go ; but as her father was not at home, 
fhe did not like to go alone with Lady 
Dayrell, as it was the firft time they 
had met. Sir Sampfon Gillian perfe- 
cutcd. Emily all day with attentions: 
h& affured her, that he had felt more 
inconvenience from not .having it in his 
power to attend her, than from the 

wound 
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wound he had received, and that the 
cure would not be complete until fhe 
permitted him to hope that he might 
gain a place in her efteem. This (he 
affured him flie could not allow, as (he 
never gave her efteem where (he had 
the fmalleft reafon to fuppofe it was pof- 
(ible for it to fee undeferved, or likely 
ever to be withdrawn. 

Sir Sampfon replied to this only with 
a bow. 

Emily determined~To avoid viGting 
Lady Die, as (he might be under the' 
neceflQty of hearing the fulfome compli- 
ments of Sir Sampfon. Her fpirits were 
raifcd on feeing Delme in London, yet 
they received a confiderable depreflGon 
on finding Mifs Afton fo lavifh in her 
praifes of this young man. She could 
account for his being in London in no 
other manner than that he was paying 
his addreflfes to her friend, and that 
as they were perhaps fan6lioned by Mr. 
Afton, whom (he knew to be partial 

10 
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to Auguftus, he had accompanied his 
iniftrefs in order to partake with her 
the pleafures of the town. She was 
vexed, yet could not help calling her- 
felf to account for not rejoicing in the 
happinefs of two perfons, whom, next 
to Mr. Moncrief and his daughter, (he 
efteemed; yet Ihe could have wifhed 
that they had been only as they were 
when Ihe left them, on a friendly foot-' 
ing, and no more. 

Lord Dundee prepared the next 
morning to receive Mr. R6fe ; he catne 
€xa6lly at the appointed hour. 

His Lordfliip informed him of every, 
circumftance relative to Mifs Dun- 
dome's refidence at Eafham, and alfo, 
that there flill refided at that village an 
old fervant of Lady Dundorne's, who 
received Emily from the hands of her 
mother, and who had attended her ever 
fince that period. Mr. Rofe faid, iP 
this perfon could be produced, and' 
would fwear that (h^ wats thfe child of 

Vol. IL H Lidy 
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Lady Dundorne^ and the fsanc that (he 
brought from Scotland, his xtient maft 
give up his claim, unkfs, he faid, Mifs 
Dundorne and he could contrive to 
agree and &are the eftate between 
them/ 

Lord Dundee did not much relifl> 
this laft bint, and politely wiflied Mr. 
Rofe a good morning; faying, that if 
ever they fhould be called upon^ Mifa 
Dundorne could prove her birth and 
title indifputably. 

Lady Auriol began now to grow 
uneafy, as (he faw that the beauty and 
fortune of Emily would bring around 
her a number of candidates for the pof. 
feffion. of her heart; and it was her 
earned wifli to g^in this prize for her 
fon, whom fhe yet thought too young 
to enter into a matrimonial alliance^ 
Befide^, fhe knew that Emily had con* 
ceived a prejudice againft him : (he 
therefore wilhed that he would mabe: 
aihc^rt'trip to the continent; yet could 
• . (he 
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ftlcf Aot think of leitmg him go without 
a proi><^f perfon, \^ho might have (o\t\6 
i-nfliierice to reftfairt him from impro-' 
prieties, to which he wia)s but too prone. 
She held a confultatipn for this putpofd 
with her brother, wilo' pro{)ofe!d taking 
Eirtily to Scotland,' ai'this woiildf effec- 
tually remove her frora^ thd addreffes of 
Dfelme, who. Lady Aiiribl toJd hiiri^ 
was' the Only perfon fhe h^ aiiy feetrs 
about. ' . 

They determined to pi^bpdfe the 
journey to Emily, and if fhe did not 
diflike the propofj^il, to go thither in a 
few months. 

Lord Autiol had managied matters 
fo well with' the affiftance of Johnfort 
and the porter, who was rehdefed fiibu 
fervient by a few bribes, that he went 
out and came irt as he pleafed \^thoQt 
Its being noticed' by the' fartily. His 
Lordfhip^was fometimes confined in bed 
the greateft p^rt of die d^y by the' headf* 
ache, which caufed iiiueh ito^finefsto 

H 2 his 
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his mother^ and a determination to con-^ 
fult the family phyfician, which was 
ftrenuoufly oppofed by his Lordfliip. 
He- was flow deeply in debt to Ellis, 
Carelefs, and many other perfons, as 
well as deeply in love with Mifs Ellis. 
This laft circumftance prevented the 
former one from troubling him ; but 
Ellis had hinted more than once that his 
daughter was not to be trifled with, and 
that it would be proper that thcjy fhould 
come to a right underftanding foon. 
How to aft required all the penetration 
of a firft-rate politician. To refufe the 
lady, for whom he really entertained 
a violent f enchant,] was doing violence 
to his inclinations, and giving offence 
to her father, which he could not afford. 
Suppofe then he was to marry Emily^ 
for he entertained no doubt but fhe 
would readily receive his addreffes, and 
that,, aided by his mother and uncle, 
(he would not dare to refufe him ; with 
her fortune be could pay his debts, 

' , which 
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which now a£iually amounted to fome 
thoufandsj and be pofleffed of an ample 
fund for indulging his pleafures in future: 
but then he muft give up Maria Ellis, 
unlefs he could in the interim peifuade 
her to elope with him. At any rate> 
he determined to marry Emily, if urged 
by bis mother and uncle to do fo; and 
if not, many befides himfelf, of their 
own accord, feigned a paffion they did 
not feel : this then he would do alfo. 
A wife was a neceflary incumbrance 
to a man of fafhion, where other incum- 
brances rendered this ftep neceffary; 
fo he muft reconcile bimfelf to general 
cuftom. In this tone of mind he went 
out in order to pay hi& ufual evening 
vifit to Mifs Ellis. There was a nume- 
rous company affembled at her father's, 
in order to celebrate the anniverfary 
of the wedding of Mr. and Mrs, Ellis. 
As it was rather later than ufual before 
he made his appearance, Maria was out 
of humour^ and it required all his-Lord- 

H 3 fhip's 



fbikp's (kill jtp refiore the fair one t» 
good hiixnojur. It was not vnJtil alter 
he had drank repeated bumpers to the 
health of her father^ mother, and her- 
felf> that he vas permitted the hooouir 
pf kifGng her fair hand. Befides, {he 
pretiended to be jealous of EmiJy^ at 
>vhofe fide ihe ba.d feen his Lordfliip 
feated twice at the iheatne. He ^fltired 
her it was only one of his couatry cou? 
fins, whom he was obliged to afliend to 
fiiew her th£ lipns. Sec. Sec. Thi$ (h^e 
aflfefled not to believe, and therefore 
remained fl ill out of fpirits. Mr. Ellis 
took care to be mo£ hofpiiafele to his 
Lordfhip, for before fupper was ended 
he was in a (late of intoxication that 
left him a prey to the defigns of Ellis 
and his party. The father now took 
an opportunity of aCking his Lordfhip 
what were bis intentions as to Maria, 
for the ladies had by this time left the 
room. He faid that none but friends 
were prefent, and it was now time to 

come 
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come to an explanation. As k was 
plain that his daughter's affe^ons were 
engaged^ and as he did not doubt but 
his Lordihip meant honourably^ be 
ihould find that he would a6i hand- 
fomely; and that though he was not 
a great man, that he fiiould find that 
he could make the pot boil with e^er a 
Lord of them all. He then waited for 
Lord Auriol's reply. 

To draw back now was to bring upon 
himfelf an immediate demand for fums 
that he knew himfelf unat>le to difchargeii 
Befidcs, this would inevitably (hut the 
doors of this houfe againft him, an4 
he could not refolve to give up the 
divine Maria; fo he e'en thought it beft 
to temporize a little, by alTuring Ellis 
that his meaning was perfefclly honour- 
able ; that he well knew that he could 
not marry without the old lady and 
gentleman*^ confent (meaning his mo- 
ther and uncle) ; that whenever he (hould 
become of age, Maria (hould be con- 

H 4 vinced 
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vinced of the fincerity of hh regard. 
Here is Lordfhip rofe with an inten* 
tion to feek Maria, and get quit of her 
father's importunity. But this would 
not do; for Ellis followed hino to his 
daughter's fuite of apartments, and 
there told her, that, unlefs Lord Auriol 
gave her under his hand a formal pro« 
mife of marriage, to take place on his 
coming of age, he infilled that this 
(hould be.hislaft vifit. £Ilis then left 
his wife and daughter to perform their 
part in the drama, which they did with 
fo good effect, that in lefs than an hour 
Mrs. Ellis entered the room, where 
her hufband, Carelefs, and many other 
convenient friends, were drinking, with 
the wiflied-for paper which Ihc faid 
Lady Auriol elefl defired her to give 
to hep father, who, on perufing it, 
found that Lord Auriol bad bound 
bimfelf to efpoufe Mifs Maria Ellis, on his 
coming of age, under the penalty 
of five thoufand pounds forfeiture. 

Thus, 
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Thus, by his indifcretion^ was a young 
nobleman hampered by one of the 
greateft pefts to fociety. This promife 
given, his Lordlhip conceived that he 
fhould be able to lull the fufpicions 
of Maria to fleep, until he might ren- 
der the performance of the contraft 
void, without incurring the penalty, 
and afterwards he might be at liberty 
10 marry Emily, and fo pay his honour- 
able debts. 

The Peer was thus on a level with 
the wretch who had taken the advan- 
tage of his inexperience. Ellis now 
encouraged him to play ftill deeper, 
always finding him a frefh fupply, and 
taking the beft fecurity he could pro- 
cure for a return. Indeed the money 
lent almoft always returned tohis pocket- 
book; fometimes before it quitted the 
houfe in which it was borrowed. 

It began to be rumoured abroad, 
that the young Lord Auriol was the 

H 5 dupe 
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dupe of a certain gambler, ^nd that 
his daughter was talked of as defigned 
for his future bride. This came to the 
ears of Lady Auriol. She made in« 
quiri^s fecretly, and found that his Lord, 
fhip was frequent in his vifits to this 
notorious houfer that he was particular 
in his attentions to Maria; and that it 
was thought that a match had been ftolen 
off, if not yet, that it foon would be 
accomplifhed. 

Lord Dundee took his nephew to 
ta(k, .and queftioned him as to the 
report, which Lord Auriol at frrft 
laughed at ; but he found that this did 
not take the efFeft that he wifhed, and 
then he affured his uncle, that, on his 
honour, he never intended to marry 
Maria Ellis. Thus fatisfied on this 
point, he now afk^d him, was he not 
indebted to the father of this girl ? which 
queflion he ^xpeQed him to anfwer 
alfo on his honour. 

His 
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His Lordftiip heBtated a little^ and 
then faid, he was indebted fomething 
he believed to Ellis, but not of any 
confequence. Lord Dundee infiftcd 
on knowing thefum; which, at length, 
Lord Auriot reluftanily declared to be, 
as he fuppofed, between three and four 
thoufand pounds, though he knew that 
almoft double this fum would not extri^ 
cate him from Ellis and his harpies. 
His uncle was highly exafperated when 
he heard this. Lord Dundee affurcd 
him that he would not give him any 
aflillance towards extricating him; but, 
that if Ellis dared to prefer a legal claim, 
he would meet him in a court of juftice. 
He then left, Lord Auriol heartily vexed 
that he had expofed his fituation to his 
uncle, who he believed would have 
given him the fum mentioned^ M^hich 
he had intended to have ufed for a very 
different purpofe than that of difcharg- 
>ng his debt to* Ellis. 

H 6 While. 
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While this was going on between his 
Lordlhip and his uncle, Emily was 
engaged in reading letters from Eafham. 
Doftor Moncrief aflured her of his 
returning health and continued a(Fe3ion, 
and at the fame time informed her of 
the lofs they had juft fuftained by the 
death of his old and faithful fervant Ra« 
chel. This news greatly afFedted Emily^ 
for fbe had a fincere regard for this 
good creature, who had attended her 
in her infancy, and as (he found by 
Lady Auriol fhe had been entrufted by 
her mother with the care of her when 
fhe left Scotland. This was almoft the 
firft grief her bofom ever experienced, 
for both Sarah and (he were too young 
to feel the lofs of Mrs. Moncrief; and 
Rachel had fince attentively fupplied 
the place of this good lady. She fat 
in her dreffing-room abforbed in grief, 
when in bounced Mifs Auriol, who, 
in a very ftately manner, afked if flie 

had 
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had the pleafure of feeing Mifs Dun- 
dorhewell? ''Blefsme," continued (he, 
** what is the matter ? My aunt told me 
you was in high fpirits, and here I find 
you all in tears. What ! has Lord 
Auriol given you any offence by his 
tricks ? for he ufed to play me a great 
many, and I fuppofe he has now tranf* 
-ferred hispleafan tries to you.". 

"It is not in Lord Auriol's power/* 
V returned Emily, " to create any agi- 
tation in my mind, fuch as I feel on 
the prefent occaGon. I have juft re- 
ceived the news of the death of an oKd 
and faithful fervant of Doftof Mon- 
crief's; fhe was my nurfe," added Emily. 
•*Is that all?'* faid Mifs Auriol, 
" why old folks will die, they can't help 
it. For Heaven's fake, don't let any 
body fee you weeping and waiting for 
your nurfe! You will be quite laughed 
out of countenance." 

Emily., highly vexed at. Mifs. Auriol, 

replied. 
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replied, *' Do you think I care what 
a parcel of (enfeiefs unfeeling beings 
think or fay ?'* — ** Certainly not/' re- 
turned {he ; " you arc now above little 
folks/*—" I hope I was always above 
them/' retorted Emily. 

Mifs Auriol wiftied her a good morn- 
ing> faying» that (he hoped Ihe would 
be recovered by dinner time; for that 
a party of her friends were engaged 
to dine there, among whom was an 
admirer of her own. 

J^mily now begged to know who 
was meant by this inQnuation. 

"Delme/* replied Mifs Auriol; *'hc 
comes here with Mr. Afton and his 
daughter." Lord Auriol met him yef- 
terdz^y at Mr. Afton's, and, as he was 
difpatched to folicit their company, 
finding* Mr. Delme dt their houfe, he 
had included him alfo in the invitation. 
And now, I fuppofe, ycju will be in 
better- humour with his Lordfhip. ,Shc 

then 



EMItY DUNDORK£» I59 

then fhut the door^ and left Emily to 
ruminate on what ihe had heard alone. 

Much as Easily wifticd to fee Delme 
^ain^ yet when (he heard that the 
time of their meeting wa$ approaching 
Ibe felt a great degree of embarraff- 
ment. She now confidered him in the 
light of a received lover of Mifs Afton's. 
She heartily wifhed that they might 
be happy ; yet ftie fecretly fighed at the 
preference fhewn to her friend Eliza- 
beth. However, (be determined not 
to let it.be feen that (he was fliagrined. 

She, however, fet about looking out 
thofe ornaments that Ihe was confcious 
became her the bed, and then, as if 
afhamed of what fhe had done, flie put 
them in their refpeflive places again, 
faying, " What fignifies what I wear? I 
won't drefs at all.*' At that inftant her 
maid came in, juft in order to know 
when flie would drefs, as it was then 
three o'clock. She brought with her 

a beautiful 
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a beautiful half-drefs hat, that moment 
fent home by the milliner, faying at 
the fame time, *' This isjuft come in time, 
madam ; won*t you wear it to-day ?**— 
Emily put it on ; it became her, and (he 
determined to let this hat be her only 
ornament, with a plain white gown. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



When Mr. Afton's coach ftopped 
at the door, Emily felt a palpitation 
at her hearty that announced a more 
important vilitor than Mifs Afton and 
her father. 

When the door was thrown open, 
two more elegant or more expreffive 
forms could not meet the eye than thofe 
of Auguflus and Elizabeth, The firft 
of thefe paid his compliments to Lady 
and. Mifs. Auriol in a polite manner, 
t)ut a vifible embarrafTment pervaded 
biS; whole Form when he approached 

Emily, 
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Emily. He fpoke, but his voice fal- 
tered. Mr. Afton, obferving their mu- 
tual agitation, endeavoured to engage 
the attention of Lady Auriol and her 
niece by relating to them an account of 
his journey to the north. 

Never had Emily feen Delme look 
fo interefting as at the moment of their 
meeting. The drefs he wore, being 
mourning, gave a certain degree of ele- 
gance to a naturally eafy figure that Che 
had never before obferved. They en- 
tered on general topics. At lengtlr, 
Delme afked Emily when {be had beard 
from mifa Moncricf i fayius* that he had 
the honour of a letter from the Doc- 
tor juft before he left the country, and 
was happy to hear that he was recovered 
from his indifpoGtion* This he faid in 
a half whifper: to which Lady Auriol 
appeared very attentive. 
' Emily revolved in her mind what 
Delme had juft told her, and could not 
conceive what had occafioned a corre- 

fpondence 
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fpondence hetwixt Mr. Monerief and 
him. He inquired after Sarah, hut it 
was impoflible that any thing relative to 
her could be the caufe. She once 
thought, that perhaps Mifs AQon might 
refolye her doubts : but again (he con- 
fidered it would not be proper to appear 
{9 €i;riQU6« confidering the footing on 
vhich Delme appeared to Aand in 
their family. 

The entrance of Lord Auriol, who, 
qn this oclcaiion, was drefied to the eli:«- 
U'eme of fafhion, aiid appeared a perfe/^ 

Emily's predileftion in favour of Delme, 
whofe manly form, and plain elegance 
of drefs, were now more confpicuous 
from the contratt. 

His Lordfliip with inexpreffible com-. 

plaifance furveyed his figure in the 

•large mirrors that prefented themfelves 

in every direfilion that exhibited hi& 

own dear figure. 

Mifs 
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Mifs Afton afked himy at wbofe heart 
he had taken aim, as (he faw that he was 
habited for conqueft. 

He affured his coufin, that he never 
gave himfelf the leaft trouble on thefe 
occafions. His taylor had tafte he 
faid. 

'• Oh ! then," replied Mifs Auriol, " he 
makes ufeofyou as a kind of lay-man 
to difplay his wonderous fkill.*' 

This caufed a laugh at the expence 
of his Lbrdihip, who faid his coufiri 
bad not yet received the polifli of 
town manners, or (he would not make* 
fuch coarfe jells. This was obliquely 
meant as a reproach to thofe who joined 
in the laugh. 

Dinner being ferved up, the party 
adjourned to the parlour. Lady Auriol 
made an apology to Mr. Afton for the 
abfence of her brother, who, (lie faid, 
would be detained abroad on bufi- 
nefs relative to Mifs Dundorne until it 

would. 
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vould be too late to join the party at 
dinner: but that he hoped to have that 
pleafure in the evening. 

When the ladies retired, Mr. Afton 
atked Lord Auriol what he thought of 
the h^irefs? *^ Tolerable,'* replied his 
Lordfhip. " She is very well for a 
woman of faftiion; fhe wants a polifli, a 
ton, a certain— pwhat we can all con- 
ceive — to make her defirable." 

*Mndeed]'* faid Delrae. ** I csln- 
not'think that any addition can be ne- 
ceflary to render Mifs Dundorne at- 
tractive whenever fhe is feen." 

'*Oh! aye," faid Lord Auriol, ** I 
grant you, fhe is juft what you country 
gentlemen would wifli 4ien " • 

" And does your Lordfliip think,'* 
replied Delme, " that we country folks 
are^ot as good judges of beauty and 
modefty as you town-bred gentlemen ? 
or, perhaps, you can difpeiyfe with the 
latter ingredient in a wife,'fo that (he 

poffefles 
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poiTeflfes die certain fomething you fpeafc 
of as neceflary to a town-bred lady.*' 

** Faith, I believe, that you have juft 
hit it/' faid his Lordfliip/' 

Here Mr. Afton faid, *' then you give 
up the fubftance for the fhadow ; for, 
in my opinion, a woman*s higheft orna* 
ment is modefty. I would rather fee a 
female's cheeks dyed with blufhes than 
daubed with rouge/* 
. " Wantof tafte! wantof taftc!** cried 
Lord Auriol. 

Delme agreed with Mr. Aflon, that 
the brighteft ornament of the female cha- 
rafter was that retired aftd modeft diffi- 
dence which fpoke direS.ly to the heart 
in a thoufand different ways, of which 
the tongue in its moft voluble flights 
was incapable.'* 

Lord Auriol faid, that, for his part, 
he was for none of your filent fim- 
pering girls. 

" Does your Lordfliip think then, that 
the mod talkative females pofTefs the 

n?oft 
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moft fenfe ? I have often found the 
contrary* A fenfible woman does not 
condefcend to difplay her knowledge, 
but where (he thinks it will be received 
and paid its juft value." 

"Come/* faid Mr. Afton, *' our 
epinions of beauty are quite dif* 
ferent, I perceive. Your Lordlbip is 
for a town-raade beauty, and wc are 
for one Ample and plain, from the hand 
of nature. But, let us now drink a 
health to her who occafioned our dif-^ 
courfe, whofe hand, I hStve been in- 
formed, is defigned for your Lordibip; 
Here is * Mrfs Dun^dorne! and may fhe 
convert your Lordfliip to my opinion.'* 

" Well," replied he, * Here's Mifs 
Dundorne ;' but I am not an advocate 
for miracles." 

** Mifs Dundorne !' repeated Dekne ; 
* and may {he find in the man of her 
choice the half of her own e?ecellence: 
for, there is not in the male charader, 
I fear, any thing cxaflly corftparaWe." 

His 
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His Lordfhip was called upon for a 
toaft, and he gave *• Maria Ellis/* 

This was drank without any com- 
ment, as Mr. Afton looked upon this 
to be fome perfon whofe charafter might 
not bear inrpe6Uon, and whofe name he 
was difpleafed to hear Lord Auriol re- 
peat with a degree of enthufiafm. 

Delme was called on for a toaft, 
and he had but one, and fhe had been 
drank : but recoUefting that Emily Mon- 
crief had captivated his hearty fo he 
thought of a fubterfuge, and he gave 
" Mife Moncrief." 

On adjourning to the drawing:. room, 
they found a large company, and ftill 
more affembling. 

Emily bad made fome. little alteration 
in her drefs, and, in the eyts of Delme, 
eclipfed all the furrounding brilliancy of 
fafliion. 

He determined to obferve her during 
the evening, as he would have vmuch 
leifure^ not being; at all acquainted with 

any 
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any of the company, except the ladies 
of the houfe and Mr. Afton's family. 

Lord Dundee was announced, and 
paid his refpefts firft to Mr. Afton, and 
then t6the reft of his fifter's friends. 

His Lordfhip was particularly ftruck 
with Mifs Afton, who, though not a 
direft beauty, poffeflcd what might 
be eafily miftaken for fuch. She had 
much the appearance of a woman of 
fafhion, without* their general attend* 
Aht — affeflation. 

Delme had the pleafure, attended by 
fome degree of pain, to find that Emily 
was adniired and followed by all the 
male vifiors : for, though he fighcd to 
tliink that (he muft never be his, he was 
pleafed to fee that her worth and beauty 
was not paffed unheeded amongft fuch 
a numerous affemblaj^e of elegance. 
He obferved, that the attentions of 
his fex did not appear' to render her 
either giddy or coquetifli^ She re- 

Vol. II. I ceivod 
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ceived their compliments with becom- 
ing dignity and eafe. 

Emily herfelf was employed in con* 
trading the appearance of Auguftus 
with that of the airy nothijig$ . with 
which fhe was furrounded;^ an^, after 
every comparifon, her mind was fatif- 
fied that her opinion was founded on 
juftice. 

At length in came Lady Dayrell 
and her fitter, attended by Sir S^mpfon 
Gillian. Emily firll caught fight of 
them, and her eyes involuntarily turned 
towards Delme, He. faw the look (he 
gave him, and it was of fo very expref- 
five a nature, that he inttantly flew to-^ 
wards h6r, thinking that fhe wifhed to 
fay fomething^ At one and the fame 
moment fhe found herfelf fpoken to by 
Sir Sampfon and Delme: the former 
turned haflily upon his heel, whi,i{l the 
latter gave him a moft feverc and in- 
dignant glance.. 

.'*How 
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** How unlucky !'* repeated Emily. 

" Do I intrude?'* faid Delnrte: " I begf 
pardon^, Mifs Dundorne." Here he 
bowed and left her fide, vexed that he 
had miftaken the meaning : of her looki- 
which he no'w interpreted into a wifti 
that he had been abfent. Much as he now 
wiflied himfelf out of the houfe, he did 
not cboofe to go juft as Sir Sampfon en- 
tered, left it might be faid that he did not 
choofe again to encounter his adverfary. 
w^ho indeed did not appear much pleafed- 
at this meeting, which would not have- 
happened but for Lord Auriol giving 
Delme an invitation. ; 

Lady Dayrell came up to Emily^ fayrt 
ing, " Why, my dear, yotr are is. vio- 
lently befet with lovers* a« the 'famed 
Penelope of old. Do beftow your liand 
on one of them, that the others may^die 
for grief. I could poiuti out onefhat 
would think the prefent an invaltiable: 
one* Do you know, that I am, quite 
furprifed that Lady Auriol admits that 

1 2 youir 
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young man whom Mr. Afton renders 
bimfelf fo Glly about : can't he give him 
bis own daughter and his fortune^ with- 
out thrufting him into the houfe of all 
]us acquaintance?" 

" I did not know/' replied Emily, 
"that Mifs Afton was to be married to 
Mr. Delme.'* 

" Did not you!'* exclainied her Lady-» 
fhip. " Why, I heard nothing elfe 
fpoken of when I left the country. The 
young man has got a few hundreds a 
year by the death of a relation, and Mifs 
Afton being bred in obfcurity, has fallen 
in love with young Cymon. Is it not 
ridiculous ?" 

Emily could not join in her Lady- 
{hip's laugh ; but faid, that ihe hoped 
they might be happy if they married, 
as'lhe thought them both deferving. 

And now Sir Sampfon, finding Delma 
at a proper diftance, again approached 
Emily, where he poured into her ears 
fuch a volley of nonfenfe, that (he was 

quite 
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quite tired of her fituation. But (he 
was to experience mortification this 
evening: for, when Sir Sampfon quitted 
her fide, he was fucceeded by the Earl of 
Arundel, a creature who admired no one 
fo much as himfelf, and who had drag- 
ged his fine face and perfon to all places 
of public reforc for years^ in hopes that 
fbmc female of ton and fortune '(the 
latter article being abfolutely neceilarjf, 
as his Lordfhip had lived entirely: upon 
credit and his privilege for many a day) 
would entreat him to accept her haiid, 
for he had often declared that he could 
tiot fubmit to the fatigue of a coudtQiif) 
to be made the hufband of an emprefs. 

However, on this evening he had got 
the better of his indolence fo far as ta be 
able to enter, into chat with EiiKily, to 
whom he faid many fine things, fie 
begged to be allowed the honour of an 
admiffion amongft her flaves. At the 
the fame time, he told her that he was 
aa odd . eccentric beings never of the 

I 3 fame 
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feme opinion with Ihc re 11 of the world, 

except in one inftance, which was in 

admiration of her. He defired that (he 

would remove her feat, for that really 

his nerves were torn to pieces hy th.e 

volubility of Lady Dayrell, who put 

him always in mind of a perpjitual ,mo^ 

^an, it^e greajt JLcfidtratun ^amoiig imtUr 

Mlpbilofoj^ers^ and that be .coibld ifiiCtt 

(i|>eet her any where without going homfc 

iwkb an iafufferable.head-ach. • 

Delme now approached, ftiyiJ3g> thai 
,Mifs: AftoQ was not very well, an^ 
4faerefore they were goid?)g hoine. Emily 
4xluihed excefi]vdy» ; and giving Delnoe 
htp. hsindi faid, (he - would; g$> and wifli 
hor/friieDd a good evening. On this,; (be 
Jeft his LordOiip flaring ataman whom 
hfi Jialdijnever feen before, carrying Joflp 
JBltnily^ whiKt h^ had thought that 0>€ 
/Was pjeafed with his attention* *j , On 
turning round he encountered." Lady 
Dayreily whoni, as (he was Acquainted 
with iev^ery oi>e, be aocofted, jjfii^ing^ 
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^ Can yottr Ladyfliip inform me ^vho 
that gentleman is who has carried off 
Mifs Dundprne ?" 

' '*" A counjtry ruftic/* 0id her Lady- 
Ihip, "who is to niarry ' Mifs Afton^ 
Mife Dunddrne*s friend/' ^ 

Though Lady Dayrell did not be- 
Meve any fuch thing, yet as Sir Sampfon 
GUtkm "VT^med to feduretke prize, and 
(be fufpe6k^<Sfni)y; h^^a- ^(^ikftioo 
for Del me, it would, by making her be- 
lieve that he was attached to another, 
leave the field open for the Baronet, and 
the more thi» report was circulated the 
better. 

Lord Arundel was no longer anxious 
about the familiarity of Delme. 

But Lady Auriol had obferved both 
Emily and Auguftus, and her obferva^ 
tion had not tended to render her 
pleafed with the renewed intimacy be- 
twixt Delme and Emily; yet as long 
as Emily and Mifs Afton were ac- 
quainted/ this was not to be avoided* 

I 4. ' She 
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She had not time then to; confide,r this 
fubjedt more fully, but determined to 
advife with Lord Dundee as to the dif- 
pofal of Erhily'y hand to her ion, prto 
get her removed from London. » .: . , 
Lord Dundee too was ablprfafed ioi 
thought. He had for the firft time 
this night feen in the p^rfon pf Mif» 
Afton, the M§>^m tpowbomiibcri^jpiaj^ 
be wiltifig to c^Qgn bis lib^r^; 

' * ■ • - • . 
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CHAPTER- XX. 
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W^^HEN4;te partyj broke tip, and the 
£am\\y: were left r alone, ;they wejre.es^ch 
glad to : (hortei^ t^ie fupper hour, thjat 
(hey might retiire: and indulge their owa 
thoughts^ T ' 

Emily/s we/e notpf the jnoft pleafing 
kind: fhe began fp^,. the fir ft time to 
r^fleft ; oth the. jneffigacy of riches to 
produce: happhie,rss; and ;to think that 
4ie humble fire- fidfs . of; her adopted 
father va$ happier, than} her prefent: 
ikuation*. , ^ ,■ . 

1 5 Sh^ 
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She envied the lot of her friend EH- 
zabeth^ ye^ had (he this fatisfaflioh iir 
her own mind, that no one but herfeif was 
informed that fhe entertained a parti- 
ality towards Delrhe^ which -ft would be 
now almoft criminal to continue. She 
determined to forget him, and by 
adhering ftridly ta the will of her 
deceafed parents/ (6 perform her duty 
to t^eir memory, even though it (hould 
be exacted fhe flioukl beftow her hand 
on Lord AurioK She now retirejl . t^ 
reft^ though not happy^ Jf^et, vrithoiit 
thofe ftings of confciertce^ that (lurfue 
thdfe impetuous Ipirits who refufe obo; 

dience to diofe - whom- k is bcK^' t)ieiF 

■» 

intereft and duty to obey, and ^who^ 
always pay dearly for prefent gratifica-- 
ttons by future fbrrows. » 

' Lord Dundee arid 'Lady Aoricrf had 
ihafiy coBverfations oh the propriety of 
their niarrying L«nl Auriol'and Emily 
k the prefent period/ though both wefe 
conGdered as too young, could the pni-^ 

dence 
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^etice of his Lordfhip be depended on; 
He had refufed to go abroad, wheit 
fpoken to by hi&^ uncle.^ He had alfo* 
found oiit an attachment to the daughter 
of Eilii ; befidea a more fatal propenfity 
*o play. Tbefe matters, when eonfidered 
logether, made an immediate union witit 
Emily a defirable thing, if it could be 
brought about. As Emily had hitherta 
difcovered a ycry amiable difpofition,. 
Lady Auriol hoped to accoiDplifh tis 
the firft wifb of her heart. 

Accordingly, (he fent for Lord Au- 
riol,, and, after giving him a ledure on^ 
kis im^MTudence, fhe offered to relieve 
-him fronv his prefent embarraffinents, if 
he would a6t wijth prudence for the fu* 
ture. This. declaration raiCedhis Lord« 
ftip's fpirits, and be promifedto leave off 
gaming,, and alio to cultivate the good 
dj^mion (whidi bts mother alfiir^d him 
lie Jalrea<ty pofle&d) c^ Mifs Dun^ 
dome. He had. learnt already that af» 
fedion was not abfolutely neceflaryin^ 
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an union of intereft* Lady Auriol (et 
forth the pofleflSons^ of Mifs Dundorne, 
and what ufe might be made of them by 
his Lordfliip. She talked of advan- 
tages from this marriage until her fon 
would have given his hand to . a fybil> 
to have had thefe in poffeffion. 

Having? gained this point, fheaflailed 
the vanity of Emily, by procuring for her 
every thing that could pleafe or heighten 
her charms. Lord Dtlndee ws^s alfo 
mod liberal in his allowance. 

Eriiily found herfelf admired and 
courted on every fide.. Npt a day 
pafled but Lord Dundee- received over^ 
tures from fome one. orvOtJien Thefe 
he anfwered~^s politely as. poffible; but 
he did not acquaint Emily with. all thpfe 
viho folicited th^ honour of paying. Her 
their addreffes, : -^ , . • 

She was introduced ^t- Courts and 
had a ^ mod gracious reception. Lady . 
Auriol had taken, great pains that (he 
fliould appear, to advantage. She had 

. a new 
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a new carriage built for Emily ^s feparatc 
uk, and, in {hort, ftudied all in her 
power to accomplifh her favourite 
objea. 

At length, one morning. Lord 
Dundee, : after fpeaking fome time to 
Emily, on matters relative to bufinefs» 
told her of Mr. Leland being about to 
difpute her title to her name apd eftates; 
tl^.^ljhough there waf no doubt , of their 
\]^ipg al^le to ; prove this, y^t it might 
^ proper for her to choofe one ainong 
Ipyef : furroqnding admirers, aind, by be-4 
ftp^YIDg her haad, put it iii the power of 
s|)))ifl}and: to aflert: her righn He then 
£^i4;Abat he.hoped fhe ha4 no material^ 
obje£lion to his nephew, who was mof^ 
ambitious of the honour of fulfilling the 
withes of her deceafed parents. It w;i; 
tr^e LordAuriol ]:\a4 a little, too much 
fire in his difpofitrop at prefent, but tha^| 
he 'inherited the bed principles froiq 
both father and mother i and he hoped 

Mi{k 
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Mifs Dundorne would not tlVifrk ill of 
him on this account. 

Emily Hu filent, and in k date of 
much embarrafTment to know what Qie 
ought to anfwer. 

*' Tell mecaiKMly, Mffs Dundorne/* 
added his Lordfhip, " has any one a 
prior claim to your afie£iions? if not, 
Aurk4 may hope/* ^ • -^. .; i.:i • ... 

Emily anfwere'd;-tfcat fte had t^pre^^ 
|>q|reffiah ^in faVour of aiay '^ni,'fin4 
fliouid be ^loft liiippy in being a11<»v^ 
to remain £n^e for' ^c prefent^i tha4( 
file thoqgfat hexf right t^' 'her* piiefefii 
nanne and ellate could^'^HA ' be heitJtt 
afeertained ttiah by *bis IJ^dfh'ip, i^YAdi 
fee hoped i\e was well afltired bildnged 
lo her before be ^aHed-'her^from^Tiilfft 
Mdncrief and hit Family. •' ^ ;>:... 
«'<• Certainty /^ *e'TfepUed,-^'^^nly tHk^ 
fhe deith of Radhfel irAgh imtA^b'^rtid 
eirc\iniiftatices witli wMcfe ^i ■rrki'zt^ 
quaihted in obfcutity; wfcitb, had Ifee 

livedo 
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lived a few mohths longer, might have 

been clearly and quickly proved. 

" It certainly would be proper, Mifs 

Dundorne/* -^dded Lord Dundee*^ 

*^ that you allow Lord Auriol the honour 

of addreflifig you when it was fo ex^ 

•prefsly the defire of your mother, that 

with her dying breath fhe (ealed her 

<onfent.** 

Emily burft inta 4i2LT8t tfte ' iheBtion 
i)f h^r parcAt jcai^fibd an enuttion'fhe 

iDouJd not reftrdioi Difpor^ of mc u 

yQ% Sir, and 'Lady . Aiiriol, pieafe^ 

Had voy mother liyed^ | flipuM' bav<e 

^obeyed her^ ai>dt evtui in 'dcatk I milt 

never run counter to her wifbes. . ■. j. j 

This was the dire£t poiht to .wluch 
Lofrd Dundee wiflied to bring :his. ward; 
as it allowed him to difmifs all.her other 
fuitors, wh^wereincrcafingdaify. 

H^now i;ook her faand^.itrui ieaiding 
her to the door, begged thai) Ibe wbiild 
(K)mpofe herfelf, and believe that botb 
bjmfelf and ilfter lirere aAiiatsd otAj 
: ;: : by 
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by motives that tended to her future 
welfare. 

Enfvily went up to her dreffing-roonr,. 
and there poured forth a flood of tears. 
3he confidered now that (he bad ^on- 
fented to receive Lord Auriol for a~ 
bufband) a man whom^ , of all others^ 
fhe difliked thQ moft^ of what uCe 
were riches? Was not Sarah Moncrief 
bappier than herfelf ? 

ilt was impoflSble, confidering • the 
obligations (he thought herfelf under 
to Lady.Aiiriol, to refuie Lord Auriol 
the liberty of paying bis addieffea, even. 
IndepeoUenily of the ; requell of a dyings 
parent.. 1 . • , . 

Her mindt was. in a ftate of unea(i^ 
ne£i from which nothing but a letter 
front Mr. Moncrief could have relieved 
ben .On looking on the taUe (he faw. 
pnis lyihg>:r ih^ inftantly broke the feaL 

Mr. Moncrief aCTured hisrdear Emily. 
fehat:be bad quite recovered bis health 1 
that tiie jAPkdbnage was. nearly conw 
vi pletedi: 
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pleted ; that he hoped to dine there 
in a very few weeks ; and that, amidft 
the gaieties of London, he hoped Ihe 
ftill remembered Eafham with her 
wonted affe£lion. 

"Yes, indeed, my father," faid (he, 
" I do remember the dear friends of 
my youth with every additional regard 
at this moment, when I find that, in 
exchange for the peace ajid happinefs 
I then enjoyed, 1 am to give up my 
^vill, and to yield obedience, like a 
flave, to the caprices of others.'* 

She now. addrefled a fhort prayer 
to the Difpofer of events to proieft 
and direft her in what was right, and 
then prepared to drefs for dinner. 
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